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What is Patent Information (PI) ?
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Publications（primary document）
- Publication of unexamined patent application, patent gazette, design 

gazette, trademark gazette, journal of technical disclosure, etc.

Abstracts（secondary document）
- Japanese abstracts of foreign publications, English abstracts of 

unexamined Japanese patent applications (PAJ)

Classification and description
- IPC list, FI list, F-term list, FI handbook,  D term, Japanese Classification for 

Industrial Designs, Vienna Classification of Figurative Elements of Marks, 
etc.

Legal status data and bibliographic data 
- Standardized data

Not only Patent, but also Utility 
Models, Designs, Trademarks



Example of 
internationally 
unified 
classification based 
on IPC

Publication type:
(A) means a 
publication of 
unexamined patent 
application.
(B) means that of 
examined (granted) 
patent application.

Identification 
numbers: 
For example, 
(21) application 
number
(22) filing date
(31) priority number
(32) priority date
(33) country

Bibliographic 
data:
Necessary
information 
is retrievable.
(71) applicant
(72) inventor

Abstract of the 
present  

invention

Representative 
drawing of the 

present invention

Example of Gazette (Unexamined Patent Application)
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Reservoir of leading-edge 
technology  

Technology Information

Scope of patent right –
exclusive monopoly right

Same contents in different 
languages

3 Aspects

Expand utilization of Patent Information

e.g. Gazette, Legal Status, Bibliographic data（Applicant name, 
Application date,  Classification, etc.）

Patent Information

Patent
Japanese

English
Chinese
Korean
Asean

・
・

Major Aspects of Patent Information

Property Information

Changed from Paper Data to Electronic Data

Linguistic Information
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Purpose of PI Dissemination

Patent Information is indispensable 
for creation, protection and utilization of IP.

Patent information 
(technology and 

property information)

Prevention of unnecessary filing 
and disputes 

Elimination of redundant R&D
activities

Utilization

Application Filing 

R&D  Production
IP Office

Utilization of Right

Creation Protection

Examination & 
Granting PatentPre-Search 
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Search on technical trend

Search prior to filing 
(novelty) search

Survey on competitor’s 
patents

, Design, Trademark

◎ Prevention of unfruitful applications
◎Help for creation of specifications
◎ Exact understanding of prior arts

◎ Survey on conflict with other company’s rights = stop 
of shipment, prevention of damages
◎Consideration of technological introduction from and 
cooperation with other companies

Warning on 
infringement

Search on publicly-
known examples

◎ Prevention of other company’s patenting = 
survey on other company’s publicly known 
examples before filing (with patent documents, 
magazines, catalogues, etc.)

R&D

Fling of patent

Production

Shipment

Invention

R&D and PI

◎Avoidance of redundant researches =
understanding prior arts and technologies to be 

developed in the future
◎Clue for invention = awareness of others’ inventions 
leading to new idea

(bridging a gap between patents, alternative 
technologies)
◎Change in technology, demand forecasting for 
commercial products

8
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Framework of Public Dissemination of Data

Foreign IP Offices

SIPO

KIPO

EPO

USPTO 

etc.

Public Users
Universities

Research InstitutesIndividuals Foreign users

All of the Gazettes
(Patent, Utility Model,

Design, Trademark)

Internet

Bulk Provision
(Publication Info, 

Standardized Data, 
etc.)

J-PlatPat/FOPISER/
CN and KR Gazette Translation and Search System

Gazettes
(Official Publication)

Gazettes
(Official Publication)

Simple search, 
Number retrieving service PI ServiceAdded value PI Service

Advanced  Search
Patent Map
Alert service, SDI service

・Publication Information
・Dossier Information
・Standardized Data

(Legal Status, Bibliographic Data, etc.)

[Domestic Information] [Foreign Information]
・Publication Information

Domestic 
Commercial DB vendors

Internet Internet

Data 
Exchange

Companies

Section 6
(14:00-15:30, Tomorrow)

Sharing roles
bet. Public & 

Private sectors 

JPO

Section 4
(15:45-17:15, Today)

Section 5
(9:00-12:00, Tomorrow)



History on Patent Information Dissemination Policy

)
1.  Patent information dissemination through the Internet

The JPO provides Patent information free of charge through the Internet.
→ Start IPDL   (Mar. 2015- : J-PlatPat)

2.  Review on price for provision of IP Information 
JPO’s retained data are provided at marginal cost.
→ Providing Standardized data

3.  Further promotion of cooperation with other offices
→ Data exchange among foreign offices etc. 

National government is responsible for dissemination and utilization of patent information. 

1.  Public sector
Provision of exact and basic “primary information”

2.  Private sector
Provision of “high-value added information / service” 
based on primary information

“BEST MIX” of 
Public 

and 
Private sectors
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The 19th session of the Information Committee of the Industrial Property Council (June, 1997)

Article 20 of “INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY BASIC ACT” (December, 2002)

Committee for Promotion of Utilization of Patent Information (March, 2003)



JPOJPO

Public UsersPublic Users

Private Sector
(Commercial DB vendors)

Private Sector
(Commercial DB vendors)

Sale of highly valuable Patent 
information based on basic 
Patent information to respond to 
various needs by users.

Provision of accurate and basic 
information in standardized 
form free of charge

Basic Internet Service 
(Free)

J-PlatPat etc.

BEST MIX 
of services provided by Public and Private sectors

Bulk Data

Online DB Services 
(Paid)

To set up basic service 
such as simple
retrieval system for 
Patent information

Basic Principles of IP Information Dissemination Policy
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Effects of Policy Growth of Japanese PI Service Market

After the introduction of new IP info policy in 1999,
Patent information service market has grown by 43%.

Source: JPO survey (2013)
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$1 USD = 120 JPY  

$ 0.8 billion USD
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Recent Report on Patent Information Dissemination Policy
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JPO should…
Realize the Service of Providing Patent Information with the World’s Utmost Quality
- Pay attention to sharing the roles between the public and private sectors
- Develop a new information base in order to provide services with the world’s utmost quality 

to exceed the similar services of other foreign IP organizations such as WIPO and EPO  

Intellectual Property Subcommittee Meeting  of Industrial Structure Council – February 2014

In the future, JPO will develop the new policy on what public service 
should do by reference to the services by foreign IP offices. 
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JPO have issued the official publications (gazettes) based on the respective IP law since 1889.
Due to the IT development, JPO launched “Internet Official Publication Site” in January of 
2006 and started providing the Utility Model gazettes via Internet. 

Internet Gazettes

Paper CD-ROM DVD-ROM

Internet



Internet Gazettes
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The Internet gazettes started since 2006. At present, the gazettes of utility model, design, 
trademark are currently issued via internet.
From April, 2015, all of the Japanese gazettes – including patent - will be issued via internet.

Download



Patent Abstracts of Japan (PAJ)
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- What is PAJ (Patent Abstracts of Japan) ?

English abstracts of unexamined patent applications

Bibliographic 
Data Abstract

Representative 
Drawing＋＋

Purposes of issuing PAJ

(1) Prevention against unjustified establishment of rights in 
foreign countries

(2) Function as minimum documentation at the filing of 
international applications to foreign offices

(3) Promotion of technical transfer for developing countries

Legal status information

*Drawings 
may be 
included.

Sample of PAJ

All abstracts in PAJ are translated by 
human translators.

PAJ on J-PlatPat
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J-PlatPat
CN and KR Gazette 

Translation and 
Search System

FOPISER Graphic Image Park

Document Patent, Utility Model
Design, Trademark

Patent, Utility Model Patent, Utility Model
Design, Trademark

Design
(Graphic Image Design 

only)

Country
Major 10 countries: 
e.g.) JP, US, EP, 

CN, KR
CN, KR RU, TW, AU, OHIM

※To be expanded
JP

UI 
language

Japanese/
English Japanese Japanese Japanese

Release March, 2015
※IPDL was finished 

in March, 2015

January, 2015 August, 2015 October, 2015

PI Service provided by JPO
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Japan Platform for Patent Information(J-PlatPat) – English Ver.

Mar. 23, 2015 -

http://www.jpo.go.jp/torikumi_e/hiroba_e/platform_patent.htm

Under each area of the law, a matrix consisting of ‘Number search,’ 
‘Classification search,’ ‘Text search,’ and ‘Classification’ is indicated to enable 
easy access to the designated service.
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CN and KR Gazette Translation and Search System

21

JPO

Public UsersSIPO KIPO

Original Text Data

Examiner
Appeal Examiner

Machine-Translation Engine of 
Chinese/Korean into Japanese 

Patent Attorney/
Enterprise/
Research Institute/
Individual

Dictionary Sentence 
to be translated

Search

Search

Internet

Internet

Chinese and Korean 
Gazette Translation and 
Search System

Users can search CN/KR data by entering 
Japanese keywords 

Search results are shown.  On the left, the machine 
translated sentences are indicated (colored words are 
keywords used for searching) and the drawings are 
indicated on the right.  

Update Quality 
Improvement
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・
・
・
・
・
・

Bulk downloadBulk download

JPO

Simple search, 
Number retrieving
Simple search, 

Number retrieving

Development system
(Internal Manufacture)
Development system
(Internal Manufacture)

Russia

Internet

Data MaintenanceData Maintenance

Domestic Commercial 
DB vendors

Philippine

Singapore

Australia

Public users

Data Exchange

Foreign patent information which are newly received through the data exchange are stored 
into the new system, named ”FOPISER” which are produced by JPO technical team. FOPISER 
started on August 7 to the public users and the domestic commercial DB vendors via Internet by 
Japanese UI.

Foreign Patent Information Service（FOPISER）

FOPISER

Bibliographic Info search
(Patent & UM)

Vietnam

Number search
(Trademark)

Number search
(Design)

Number search
(Patent & UM)

OHIM

Taiwan

Expanding
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“Graphic Image Park” started on October 1 to the public users. You can only upload images to 
compare with registered designs about graphic images, no expert knowledge.
Graphic Image Park is always available on the Internet for free. (In Japanese only…)
You can sort images by image matching technology.
You can download the PDF files of registered design gazettes by clicking the thumbnails after 
sorting.

1. Upload the Image

2. Click the button of 
“Sort”

3. Download of PDF files 
of registered design 

gazettes by clicking the 
thumbnail images 

You can select the 
conditions for 
sorting, such as by 
“focusing on 
shapes” or 
“focusing on 
colors.”

Graphic Image Park
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Referencing JPO Examination Information 
Advanced Industrial Property Network (AIPN)

Provision of examination-related information by JPO
・Reducing of burdens on examiners in foreign offices
・Reducing of burdens on applicants

The AIPN started on 12 October 2004, now it is used in 67 IPOs around the world

Brazil
Canada

Chile
Mexico

US

Australia
Bangladesh

Bhutan
China

Chinese-Taipei
Cambodia

India
Indonesia
Malaysia
Myanmar
Pakistan

Philippines
Republic of 

Korea
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Thailand
Vietnam

Austria
Croatia
Czech

Denmark
EAPO
EPO

Estonia
Finland 
France

Germany
Greece
Hungary

Netherlands
Norway
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Russia
Serbia

Slovakia
Spain

Sweden
Switzerland

UK
Ukraine

ARIPO
Burundi
Egypt

Ethiopia
Gambia
Israel

Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kirghiz

Mali
Morocco

Mozambique
Nigeria
OAPI

Rwanda
Turkey 
Uganda
Zambia

Madagascar - As of October 2015 -

AIPN  
Japan Patent 

Office

Dossier 
Information

Dossier 
Information

Dossier 
Information

Dossier 
Information

25



What is the AIPN? 
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The AIPN is a web-based service that can be accessed only by examiners in foreign IP offices.
The AIPN provides dossier information on and the legal status of applications examined by the 
JPO. 
Information is translated into English by Japanese-English machine translation.
The AIPN is a useful tool for utilizing the JPO’s examination results.



Global Dossier: Work-Sharing Network

JPO has played a leading role in development of the One Portal Dossier 
(OPD), which turned an indispensable tool among all IP5 Offices.
JPO and WIPO established global work-sharing network, connecting its 
OPD and WIPO-CASE in their mid-term joint mission.
JPO continuously makes efforts to expand the network and to advance 
strongly work-sharing initiatives as a front-runner.

 

One Portal Dossier
Linkage

19 countries in total
as of October 2015

 

About 160,000 applications yearly

Over 210,000 accesses yearly

Linkage
WIPO-CASE
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【Basic Principles】
IP5 Offices share the common understanding that patent information shall be provided to the 
public and to any third party based on the existing principle of marginal cost or free of charge.

Users in Japan

Users in US
Users in Europe

* Arrows:  Data flow among Offices and the public

Provision at marginal 
cost or free of charge
(J-PlatPat)

(Note) Member countries of  EPO are included

Data Exchange free of charge
among IPOｓ

Policy on the Use of Exchanged Electronic Patent Information Data
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Efficient and 
comprehensive collection 

of data
↓

PI Services for public 
become rich.

 



2010: Agreed on Trilateral PI Policy
2011: Started to discuss the expansion of Trilateral PI Policy to IP5
2012: Drafted IP5 PI Policy proposed by EPO
2013: Agreed on IP5 PI Policy presented at IP5WG2
2014: Agreed on Action Plan for IP5 PI Policy 

Barrier free exchange of data to be widely disseminated

Year2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Trilateral IP5

Other 
Countries

Expansion of frameworks 
for barrier free PI flow

Expansion of Trilateral PI(Patent Information) Policy to IP5 Policy

30



Increase of the number of overseas subsidiaries of Japanese companies  (in 2013FY)

The increments of overseas subsidiaries of Japanese companies in 
ASEAN have exceeded those in China in 2013.

(Source) Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC)

(*) Singapore, Thai, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines

31

China ASEAN(*) North America Europe

ASEAN countries for Japanese companies



Singapore (9700)

Philippines (3300)

Malaysia (7400)

Viet Nam (4500)

Indonesia (7500)

Thailand (7400)

Ratio of Applications sorted by applicant’s nationality （2013）

Source: WIPO IP Statics Data Center, Statistics in ASEAN IPOs

36%

28%

28%

19%

14%

21%

17%

18%

22%

36%

34%17%

21%

15%

9%

17%

12%

7%

※Rough Number of Applications in 2013

Japan U.S Domestic Germany France Others
※

ASEAN countries for Japanese companies
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Current Status of Data Exchange with ASEAN countries
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May 25, 2015: JPO reached the bilateral agreement of “Data Exchange Policy“ with  
Singapore and Philippines.

Oct. 2014 – Jan. 2015 : Started to discuss “Data Exchange” with ASEAN countries

Oct. 7,  2015: JPO reached the bilateral agreement of “Data Exchange Policy“ with  
Vietnam.



Merits of Data Exchange with JPO (1) 

34

Your 
Office

Data exchange

Japanese Company
Prior art search before 
filing to your country

Clearance search

Survey technology 
trend in your country

Your country

Capacity building

JPO’s IP data

Your Office’s IP data

Increase of Investment 
from Japan

Increase of IP Applications to your country

Increase of IP rights in your country

Enhancement of Understanding 
of IP situation in your country

Economic Development

Survey technology 
trend in Japan

Prior art search before 
filing to Japan

Clearance search



Merits of Data Exchange with JPO (2) 

35

Your 
Office

Data exchange

Text data

Text data Dictionary, Corpus

2.

Machine Translation (MT)
Vendors, Research Group

Pairs of  Text data

1.

Development of MT system,
Enhancement of MT quality

Dictionary, Corpus

3.

日本語
Japanese English ไทย

Thai
việt

Vietnamese

Bahasa 
Indonesian

Current

Not Good

日本語
Japanese

ไทย
Thai

việt
Vietnamese

Bahasa 
Indonesian

In the Future

Good
Direct MT

Dictionary, Corpus
created from patent information

(JP, ASEAN) 

MT via English

Dictionary
created from 

patent information
(JP,EN) 

Generally-used MT
(Google)

Accessibility of JPO’s Patent Information
(Dossier, Documents)

Contribution to 
Reduction of your workload 

Quality of MT

Easy Access to 
Japanese Dossier, 

prior arts

Utilization of Dictionary and Corpus into MT system 
of JPO service (AIPN, J-PlatPat, etc.)

4.
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Thank you for your attention.

ありがとうございました。

ขอขอบคุณ Terima kasihCam on


