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What is ASPEC?

ASPEC is a work-sharing initiative among ASEAN IP 
Offices in the area of patent work.

Launched on 15 June 2009.
Revised on 15 April 2012.

9 participating ASEAN countries:-

• Brunei 
• Cambodia
• Indonesia
• Lao PDR
• Malaysia

• Philippines
• Singapore 
• Thailand
• Viet Nam
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Objectives of ASPEC
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Key Features of ASPEC

• Patent applicant in one ASEAN Member Country (AMS) is 
allowed to submit the first available search & examination (S&E) 
documents in any participating AMS.

• The AMS receiving such S&E documents will take that 
document into consideration as a reference source in its S&E 
work.

• No obligation to accept the results from another jurisdiction.

• No changes to legislation is required.

• Advantageous for companies in individual AMS desiring to go 
regional as there are time and cost savings.



Copyright © 2012 IPOS 
All Rights Reserved

– The Working Group shall work collaboratively 
with each other towards the sharing of patent 
search and examination results between 
participating IP Offices so as to enhance the 
cooperation between these offices in the area 
of patent search and examination.

(Extract from Terms of Reference)

ASPEC Working Group - Mandate
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ASPEC Working Group - Scope
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ASPEC Eligibility

AMS = ASEAN MEMBER STATES

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“first IP Office”

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“second IP Office”

Claim priority

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“first IP Office”

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“second IP Office”

Claim priority

Another Paris 
Convention member

Claim priority
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ASPEC Concepts

ASEAN MEMBER STATE

ASPEC request

“second IP Office”

filed

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“first IP Office”

Search & Exam Reports

Patent 
Examiners Can Refer

Not Bound by reference
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ASPEC requirements in SG: In a nutshell

ELIGIBILITY FOR ASPEC REFERENCE
ASPEC request is filed by any SG patent applicant in SG 
(“second IP Office”)

The SG patent applicant claims priority from an  
application filed with an ASPEC member (“first IP Office”) 
or shares the same priority as the ASPEC member (“first 
IP Office”)

The search and examination (S&E) results established by 
the ASPEC member (“first IP Office”) are available and 
referred to in the ASPEC request 
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ASPEC requirements in SG: In a nutshell

ASPEC REQUEST FILED

Minimum Documents: (In English or English translations)
Search report + Examination report

Patent Claims referred to in the Minimum Documents (In 
English or English translations)

Cited Documents & their translations need not be filed at 
the time the ASPEC request is made but IPOS may ask 
for them later

If required
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ASPEC Request Form
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Examiners’ Survey Form
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ASPEC Websites ASPEC Websites 
at Participating AMSsat Participating AMSs
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Singapore
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Brunei
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Malaysia
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Indonesia
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The Philippines
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Thailand
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Viet Nam



Copyright © 2012 IPOS 
All Rights Reserved

Developments in ASPEC

• ASEAN Technical Meeting on ASPEC Implementation was held 
in Philippines in April 2010.

• AWGIPC in 2010 approved the ASPEC Task Force Terms of 
Reference.

• Task Force was thereafter created and a meeting was convened 
in Philippines in May 2011 to discuss, among others,:
• Procedures & Operations of ASPEC
• Challenges & Possible Solutions
• Way Forward

• The ASPEC rules of procedures have been revised and was 
adopted at the Special AWGIPC session in November 2011.

• All AMS IP Offices are operationally ready to accept ASPEC 
requests based on the revised rules of procedures.
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Revised ASPEC Concepts

AMS “second IP Office”
filed in

Search & Exam Reports

Step 5: Patent Examiners in 
AMS “second IP Office”

Can Refer
Not Bound by reference

Step 1: APPLICANT SUBMITS :
(a)ASPEC Request Form
(b)Search & Exam Report from AMS 
“first IP Office”
(c)Copy of claims referred to in (b)

Step 2: Are AMS 
“first IP Office” 

reports in English?

Yes

Step 4: Are 
ASPEC documents 

complete?

Yes

Step 6: Patent Examiners 
Complete ASPEC Survey 

Form

No Step 3 (i): Applicant 
arranges for translation (and 
verification) of reports into  
English according to  
requirements of  AMS 
“second IP Office”

Applicant approaches  AMS 
“first IP Office” for 

translation (and verification) 
to English

Applicant bears the cost of 
translation (and verification) 

to English
No Applicant informed to file 

complete set of documents

AMS “first IP Office”

All documents submitted are to be in  
English, and if not originally in English, 
may need to be accompanied by an  
English translation. The English  
translation of any document may need 
to be verified according to the  
requirements of the AMS “second IP 
Office”.

No

Step 3 (ii): AMS “second IP 
Office” arranges to accept  
translation of reports into  
English directly from the AMS 
“first IP Office”
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Revised ASPEC Concepts
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THANK YOUTHANK YOU
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