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What is ASPEC?

ASPEC Is a work-sharing initiative among ASEAN IP
Offices in the area of patent work.

Launched on 15 June 20009.
Revised on 15 April 2012.

9 participating ASEAN countries:-

e Brunei * Philippines
« Cambodia e Singapore
e Indonesia e Thailand
 Lao PDR e Viet Nam

* Malaysia
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Objectives of ASPEC

The objectives of the programme are:

« Reduced work and faster turnaround time. Reference to earlier work
could help an examiner to develop his search criteria or strategy more
quickly, reduce searching and/or assist the examiner to understand the
claimed invention faster. Faster prosecution of the patent application is,
therefore, possible.

« Better search and examination — The other patent authorities might
have access to databases unavailable to the examiner (e.g. specific
technical databases, local databases, databases in other languages).
Therefore, the opportunity to refer to these search and examination
results could provide the examiner with information on and assessment of
prior art which he or she would otherwise not have access to.
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A Key Features of ASPEC
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 Patent applicant in one ASEAN Member Country (AMS) is
allowed to submit the first available search & examination (S&E)
documents in any participating AMS.

« The AMS receiving such S&E documents will take that
document into consideration as a reference source in its S&E
work.

 No obligation to accept the results from another jurisdiction.
 No changes to legislation is required.

 Advantageous for companies in individual AMS desiring to go
regional as there are time and cost savings.
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e ASPEC Working Group - Mandate

— The Working Group shall work collaboratively
with each other towards the sharing of patent
search and examination results between
participating IP Offices so as to enhance the
cooperation between these offices in the area
of patent search and examination.

(Extract from Terms of Reference)
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ASPEC Working Group - Scope

ASEAN Patent Examination Cooperation Initiative (ASPEC)

Working Gro@ Terms of Reference r@

Purpose and Objective of the ASEAN Patent Examination Co-

operation

On 15 June 2009, the IP Offices from & participating ASEAN member
states (AMS) namely Singapore, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam commenced the ASEAN
Patent Examination Co-operation (ASPEC) programme.

ASPEC is a programme for IP Offices
the search and examination results

Office as reference in its own search

only allow patent applicants making a
participating AMS IP Offices to obtair
more efficiently, it will also help to e:
reduce work, increase turnaround time
and examination results.

Working Group on ASPEC

The Working Group on ASPEC, to bi
AWGIPC Chair, shall comprise the & p

The 2 other AMS IP Offices who have

la sl Masiim me =i s o ome

3.2

[fo enable the effective and
programme in participating AM:

P—
ﬁge scope of the Working Group's work__>

shall include, but is not limited to, the following:-

(i)

(i)

(i)

(iv)

Engage in information exchange to increase familiarity and
understanding of the search and examination practices and reports of
each of the AMS3 IP Offices including search methodologies,
parameters of search, patent classification systems, etc.;

Explore other work sharing initiatives like IP5 and the Vancouver
Group with a view to incorporating or aligning elements like training
and search strategies with a view to improving ASPEC:

Identify possible avenues and platforms where search and
examination reports can be shared amongst AMS IP Offices;

Promote the greater use of ASPEC among the patent applicants in
rocnartive ARIC-
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AMS = ASEAN MEMBER STATES

ASPEC Eligibility

Claim priority

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“first IP Office”

A

»
»

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“second IP Office”

Another Paris
Convention member

Claim priority/

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“first IP Office”

‘\Claim priority

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“second IP Office”
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¥ ASPEC Concepts
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ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“first IP Office”

ASPEC request

Search & Exam Reports
filed J

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“second IP Office”

Patent

ExaTlners Can Refer

Not Bound by reference

Copyright © 2012 IPOS
All Rights Reserved



A0S ASPEC requirements in SG: In a nutshell
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ELIGIBILITY FOR ASPEC REFERENCE

ASPEC request is filed by any SG patent applicant in SG /
(“second IP Office”)

The SG patent applicant claims priority from an
application filed with an ASPEC member (“first IP Office”) /
or shares the same priority as the ASPEC member (“first
IP Office”)

The search and examination (S&E) results established by /
the ASPEC member (“first IP Office”) are available and
referred to in the ASPEC request
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A0S - AsPEC requirements in SG: In a nutshell

OFFICE OF SINGAPORE

ASPEC REQUEST FILED

Minimum Documents: (In English or English translations) /
Search report + Examination report

Patent Claims referred to in the Minimum Documents (In /
English or English translations)

Cited Documents & their translations need not be filed at | If required
the time the ASPEC request is made but IPOS may ask
for them later
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ASEANPATENT EXAMINATION CO-OPERATION (ASPEC) REQUEST FORM

APPLICATION NO.

APPLICANT(S) NAME

Further applicants are to be
indicated on an additional sheet

NAME OF
AGENT/ATTORNEY

ADDRESS FOR
SERVICE!

CORRESPONDING COUNTRY CODE: |/ PRIORITY DOCUMENTS
SERCICATIONIS ) APPLICATION NO APPLICATION NO.+ | SUBMITTED"
* Documents submitted should . - {Y/N)
include

1. acopyof the search
report

2. acopyof the examination
report

3. acopyof claims refemred
1o in the examination
report; and

4, aclaimcomespondence
table (optional).

SIGNATURE/DATE Copyright © 2012 IPOS

All Rights Reserved




'QOS Examiners’ Survey Form

OFFICE OF SIMGAPORE

ASEAN PATENT EXAMINATION CO-OPERATION (ASPEC)
EXAMINER'S SURVEY FORM

RECEIVING AMS!
PATENT APPLICATION NOZ,

REPORT SUBMITTED? Consicered? | if no, reason for not considering

1. SG200900000- 1 Y

| OVERALL EXPERIENCE ON USING S&E DOCUMENTS FROM OTHER AMS |

Impact on quality of the S&E work (pleasetick)

HoneMirsmal Some Substantial

Relevance to the S&E work (pleasetick)

HoneMinmal Some Substantial

Estimated time savings (pleasetick)

HoneMirsmal Some Substantial

Similarity between own S&E results and results in S&E documents submitted (pleasetick)

MoneMinimal Same Substantial Copyright © 2012 IPOS
All Rights Reserved
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i www iposgevag SboutlP TypesclPWiatidntellectualProperty AWhatspatent Apphaingicespatent/ ASEARPateriEaa minstion {o- cperatons SPEC_peps

iyl B i pabarit A | ATA &
= Sempapore . L Y

- ASEAN Patent Examination Co-operation
Apetying fut & patant
et Ssacaion Carmbadia, Indoness, Las POR, Malayse, the Philippines, Singapere, Thailand, and Viet Ham as ASEAN Member States have
Highmmy [EFH) lnunchisd an ASEAN Patent Exomination Co-cperation (ASPEC) programmee. It is the frst regional patent co-operation
— programme which commenced on 15 June 2009, Brunel Darussalam has snce joined the programme on 1 January 2012,

Examsnaban
Za-nparaticn
[ageEc)

Tha purpase of this programma Is to share search and exmmination results batwesn the participating offices to allow applicants
in panticipating coustries to obiain corresponding patents faster and more effstiently, The programme will potentially reduos
duplicabon on the search and exmmination work done, thereby sving time and effort. Additionally, search and examinabion work

Forma and fess done on @ corresponding applicabion serves 25 o useful referance in producing quality reports.

Mansging and As part of a regquiar review of the ASPEC programme, a revision was made and the ASFEC programme will now aperate in the
wnfierming yeur petent English kanguage in &l participating ASEAN IP Offices. The ASPEC Request Form has alio been rivisad,

Palent relourTEs

Othar information and Motice and Frocedures & acpecngticeFracedures3tApra01 2 pal

wpdates

What is & trede mark?

‘What s 3 registered
dwaiga?

What is plant varieties

ASPEC Request Form W] scprrroquestrormdoc

| ASPECRequestFormExample.pdf

Links to cther particpating ASEAN Member States:

‘aratection®
Brunei Darvesalam:  hitp:/fwaww. brunet-patents. com bn/
i i Cambodia; http: e mimie, o, by
Whaat is @ leyeut-desigs of Indonesia: hitpifvevew. dgip.go.idf
an integrated ceuit? Madaysia: it rmyipo.gow g
Thee Philppines: hitp e ipophil.gos.phy
WhHat is & gecgtashisl
..M:-: Lao POR: hitp:f fvov. nast. gov. ia/
Thaikand: hitpf fwawew. ipthadand_go, th)
Lo e Viat Nam: hitp: e naip.gov.
and how iz it related to el e
cardidenbnl infarmalen T
19 Laghkation For enquiries relatng to the ASPEC programeme, please e-mail Mr Eric Toh at Eric Tob@iposgen.sg or M Sandra Merinda at
Sandra_Lynn Merinda@ipos.gov.o) with the subject heading "ASPEC Programme”. Alternatively, you may contact IPOS ot (65)
18 Ressurcas B339 BA1E.
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BEDE Patent Registry Office

ContactUs  Webmail I

Homae About Us Legislation Forms and Fees Journals Resources

Home I ASPEC

ASEAN Patent Examination Cooperation Programme (ASPEC)

Document Thle
ASPEC Press Release 30 Apnl 2012
Table on the ASPEC Requiraments and Procedures in AMS IP Offices
ASPEC Notice & Procedures

AZSPEC Reguest Farm
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Please Select [=| Texisize « & A Colour & B Portal Feedback | Contact Lis | FAD | Links | Help | Sikermag

Official Portal of = e e
Intellectual Corporation of Malaysi PO ¥ L) " Kaet ™
{An agency under this Mirstry of Trade, Co-coeratives and t“‘? } — ]

et 1-7, Ground Floor, Towesr B, Merars UO8 Bargsar,
M 5 Jaken Bangsar URama 1, 59000 Musls Lurrour | Tel: 6032299 5400 Fax: +603-2209 8989

Public Private Goweimment Stall Search

!

Home * About MylPD & Funclions and Senices » Pabend & ASE AN Palent Examination Co-operation (ASPEC)

OUR SERVICES
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR. Malaysia, he Philippines, Singapore, Thalland, and Viet Mam as ASEAN Member
Stabes: have launched an ASEAN Patent Examination Co-oparation (ASPEC) programme, It is the first regional patent
co-opesalion programmeé which commenced on 15 Jume 2009, Brunei Damvssalam has since joinsd ihe
programme on 1 January 2012

-

General Informalian

The purpose of this programmee ks 1o share search and examinalion resulls bebween the paricipating ofices to # Patenls Ad
allpw applicants in pamicipating countries o cblain coresponding paterts faster and more eMdently. The
programme will potentially reducs duplication on the search and examinalion wodk Gong, Mereby sadng ime and
eflort Additionally, search and examination work done on a comrespondang applicalion serves as a useful reference

Application Procedures

Foim L Relaled Fegs

in producing quality reports # Manual & Specfication
As padt of 3 regular revibw of the ASPEC programme, 3 tiaion was made and e ASPEC progeameme will now # Physical Requirement
operate in the English language in all pamcipaling ASEAN IP OMces, The ASPEC Request Form has also been * Examinaion
revised

+ Samiple Form
Motice and Proce-dures : Mobca & Proceduras + Garetta Patenis
ASPEC Requesi Form : ASPEC Request Farm & Cliart Charter
ASPEC Regues! Form Examiple

* Stahishc
Linics to other paicipating ASEAN Member Slales:  Pateni Ageni
Brunei Darussalam: hilp Mewiw Brunel-patents com bo

* Flewehar

Cambodia: nflp Mwww. milme. gov.kh
Indonesia: hitp Mwww dgipgo.id # Expadited Examination Flowchan
Singapare: hitp (hwarw ipos Qov 89

The Philippines; hllp Mweww ipophil goe ph
Lao PDR: hitp\wewev nasigov la = ASERMN Palenl Ecaminalion Co-operafion
Thailand: hitp:ihwww ipihailand go m [ASPEC)

Wiel Ham: hap s noip, govan

#* Dnling Seasch &nd Filling for Fatent

For enguiries relating to the ASPEC programme, please contact M3 Norsita Ismail via telephone 803 2299 8700 ,
email norsla @ mMylpa govmy or Me Abd Rahman Ramii va felephons 503 2200 BE14, emadl rahman @

myipo. gon. miy with the subjed heading "ASPEC prograsmimee” Copyright © 2012 IPOS

All Rights Reserved




'QOS Indonesia

DJHKI .
D[RIIMMT JENDERAL HAK KEEKAYAAN INTELEKTUAL ﬁ . n ﬂ .
KEMENTERIAN HUKEUM DAN HAK ASASI MANUSIA R.I

DJHE BATEMN

E ASEAN Patent Examination Co-operation (ASPEC) Programme
W2 | ASEAN Patent Examination Co-Operation (ASPEC) Request Form
—=1
=]
WE | Peningkatan Program Kerja Sama Pemeriksaan Paten ASEAN (ASEAN Patent Examination Co-operation (ASPEC) Program)
s

in ] « Jw] = I << ERUFTS
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: m SRS " En+crr'mnt m = EM‘Uirdgp

OFFICE ORDER NO. 85 Series of 2012 re: RULES OFPROCEDURE

=2 FOR THE ASEAN PATENT EXAMINATION COOPERATION (ASPEC)
U Utility Model PROGRAM

) Design Please download the ff.:

P Patent

1. OFFICE ORDER NO. 85 Series of 2012 (pdf format)

2. ASEAN PATENT EXAMINATION CO-OPERATION (ASPEC) REQUEST FORM (word
format)

3. ASPEC NOTICE and PROCEDURES

B8 Trademark
© Copyright

M Whats New 4._ANNEX - TABLE on the ASPEC REQUIREMENTS and PROCEDURES in AMS 1P 4 July 2012 »
OFFICES
ITS0 Calendar of 5 M T W T 3 5
Acthvities 2012 5. SAMPLE ASPEC REQUEST FORM 1 n-n =
ki g 1" 12 14

6. ASEAN PATENT EXAMINATION LINKS and CONTACTS

< v M~
Establishment of 2 23 24 25 X% 2T 2B
IPOPHL's Patent g mn

Protection Incentive

Package [PPIP)
D3/26/2012 Archi

Office Order No. 163,
5.2012: Madrid Protocol

[

P
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S
Dﬁ ASEAN Patent Search and
Examination Cooperation (ASPEC)

nauminddumatygyn

= SE——

N1sasddoUaANsUOSYIOvITUU
A rSunisasdvdouNIsSUS:aud

g mslsstususy AT ulad ity m
HOT LINE 1368 wasawduu adoil 3. B Tu |We| Th Su
ek 87 T 49 [ SR 50
. g omann e ilawasainaatials Uaaado biamda
) dnand" adan. =

g mslsspuancnssunsu Tmnosumsridunalgg S ) D] ) (R it || sl S
uMaTE adoi 2255, =7 n 9lz0l21]22

l Search 1] (05-07-2012) i PR . 2] Loed SR

g s Ea “dlavsasanaadels dasedo luazuia

o awiniadin. =
Main Menu (05-07-2012)
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BO KHOA HOC VA CONG NGHE Thi 4, ngdy 18 thang 7 ndm 2012
NOIP cuc s& HOU TRI TUE VIET NAM =
vietnam  Nahonal Office of Intellectual Property of Vietnam Tatca > Timkiém..

Trangchd | Liénhé | Sodd website | English

Cac dail tuiong khac

_ Chi din dia

THONG BAD

PCCS v& viéc chudn bi td

12 trén 2 bin ghi Tranig -1 chife H&i nghi toan quse

vE quan ly SHTT...
ik 1. CHUONG TRINH HOP TAC THAM DINH SANG CHE ASEAN (ASPEC) Thong bao vé mt 56 noi
: tv 56 04/2012/TT-
Bao cao hang nam BKHCN )
= : Gii thiéu mft s6 ndi
56 lidu théng ké 1-2 trén 2 bin ghi Trang 1 dung co ban cia Théng tu
o ] 4 -BKHCN
VPDD Cuc SHTT tai Ted | ey 13;-‘5%?2? ;T e d%r..

Thanh phd HE Chi Minh

b6 sung mdt s quy dinh
cua Thang tr 50
01/2008/TT-BKHCHN..

Théng béo vé viéc thay
ddai tai khoan

Cuc 58 hiu tri tué ban
hanh Thong bao so
2251/TB-SHTT ngay 11
thang 4 ndm 2012 vé viéc
thay d&i tai khoan...

Thong bao n!ﬂ dQng ky
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A Developments in ASPEC

OFFICE OF SINGAPORE

« ASEAN Technical Meeting on ASPEC Implementation was held
in Philippines in April 2010.

« AWGIPC in 2010 approved the ASPEC Task Force Terms of
Reference.

« Task Force was thereafter created and a meeting was convened
in Philippines in May 2011 to discuss, among others,:
 Procedures & Operations of ASPEC
 Challenges & Possible Solutions
 Way Forward

« The ASPEC rules of procedures have been revised and was
adopted at the Special AWGIPC session in November 2011.

« All AMS IP Offices are operationally ready to accept ASPEC
requests based on the revised rules of procedures.

Copyright © 2012 IPOS
All Rights Reserved
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Revised ASPEC Concepts

Step 1: APPLICANT SUBMITS :
(a)ASPEC Request Form

(b)Search & Exam Report from AMS
“first IP Office”

(c)Copy of claims referred to in (b)

A

. . r ____________________
lf'led In : Step 3 (ii): AMS “second IP
AMS “second IP Office” | Office” arranges to accept

I translation of reports

l

Step 2. Are AMS
“first IP Office”
reports in English?

English directly from the AMS

|
|

|

_ |

into :

|

“first IP Office” :

No

Applicant approaches AMS
“first IP Office” for
translation (and verification)
to English

Step 3 (i): Applicant >
arranges for translation (and
verification) of reports into
English according to
requirements  of AMS
“second IP Office”

Applicant bears the cost of
translation (and verification)
to English

\ 4

Step 4: Are
ASPEC documents
complete?

Applicant informed to file
complete set of documents

All documents submitted are to be in
English, and if not originally in English,
may need to be accompanied by an

AMS “first IP Office” English  translation. The English
) . ) Can Refer translation of any document may need
Step 5: Patent Examiners in to be verified according to the

AMS “second IP Office”

Step 6: Patent Examiners
Complete ASPEC Survey
Form

Not Bound by reference

L, Search & Exam Reports

|

requirements of the AMS “second IP
Office”.

Copyright © 2012 IPOS
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Revised ASPEC Conce

ANNEX

Requirements and Procedures at the AMS Second IP Offices

the Will the AMS =
Second P Office Second IF ‘Will the Englesty Acceler st
Overview of the Regquirements, Procedures and Services at the Participating AMS IP reqisest the AMS | Ciifice accept | ranalation of
When can the ASPEC | porgt 1P Office fex Ereglish the non | SFihe patend
Offices in relation to the ASPEC Programme AMS Second Reqesst be filed ot tranalstson of | English
Fifice | e ANS Second 1P hmd non-Englah D# o
Office request is
nonEnglish ASPEC naed 1o ba fileel,
The tables below provide an ovendew of the requirements, procedures and services at the Mmﬁc Mm by verified provided for
ASPEC participating AMS IP Offices acting as either AMS irst IP Office™ or AMS “second IP — R R e K IS -
Office”. Reference should be made to the respective AMS IP Office for further mformation Dol fiing e “ﬂ-"l
roquel,  Berch
relabng o the iInformabon containad in the tables balow
LT Megesal Of
The responss o e
Requirements and Services at the AMS First IP Offices W) RN
WWW e ) Tz
Are English lation [and verification) services of non- the  searth
AMS Fiest P | Are Search & Examination Repons 1 request  pearch &
Otfice bssued in English E#W’El:im.-:l provided for at the AMS First B
Brurse Yes All documents includesy search repots must be nsusd in Tndoresa On the same [T gy T
Darussalam Englsh T e Spviewl I Office | Second B | Wl the Engiih -
= in Hasond Wihan can v ASPEC | TR S S | Office scoapd | tremalation of .,"“"‘"._"‘“"
Cambodia Fos | Search and axaminanion ot Appacabln a% ropors ane akeady msued m Engiah el A Socond | Pegeetbeied s | PP OMceter | Enoben | e sos v,
are mssued by Sorsagn authodities ) P Ot ‘e AME Sl I .ﬂ-' wheen
La PDR On e same onCogieh M | T T
Indonesa | Ne Mo rovest " se | et | e Lesimasdall
POR " :l'm - "“'M:
Lag Mo ol Apphcabla SR e i & S Ty S
Malayse Yes Mot Apphcable o reports ane akeady ssued n Englsh Malaryzan On the same :"r. * Pcaon :'num
fing e reg Fra dole  (Fum
Phiippines. Yo Hol Apphicable as reports are akeady ssued n Englsh examination . “E!!‘m!!
= i = * 1 Pt 2] on e :- Ay m | e =] Tam (]
Smgapors s Applicable 2 reports ane akeady ssued in Eng tubstarive g Ill'i:
Thusland Mo You Pt o !Iﬂ._'\:
T2 mrve s B i PEpDSE WD
Vol Ham Hio Mo e e ® et i
Tk nrie TradmE 0N B Barw Sy a8 ) T s 7]
[Examination Beg e regeest o
wwihich can ba: wilwimten
" :ﬂ" i O el PR W)
- when & res
an Offce 4 [ Veibam Lagaly, ARG | e ] 3 warepd | Hio
rocueet Ean b e e parleuir
ayime belos MO ey whan
bt Tral  OeoEn, e e
Li. decsicn of grant or et adaterin)
e ol Pt o GRANE] o
W oty Do S umehl e e N P
ASFEC seques i e comisri ol Ba
el el ascs fem ATPEC
Pkt a BT
LBt
maarwaton renuy.
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THANK YOU
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