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The PTO Role and Challenge

OMPIC aim along years

Strengthen the legal certainty Balanced patent system

A solid right, rightly used
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Deserved patents Undeserved patents
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1
• Modernize the national patent system

2
• Strengthen capacity building 

3
• Transparency and share information

OMPIC Approach
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Major phases of the developement of Moroccan IP system :

-Phase one :

1916 Law 

1995 : Morocco became member of WTO

align its law with international standard (TRIPS)

-Phase 2:

creation of OMPIC (Law 13-99 of 9/3/2000)

Public administration (young and modern)

Management and financial autonomy

1- Modernize the national patent system
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-Phase 3:

18/12/2004 : Law 17-97 entered into force

20/02/2006 : revision of the Law 17-97 following the FTA with USA

-Phase 4:

18/12/2014 : the Law 23-13 which complete and modify the Law 17-97 
entered into force

Major phases of the developement of Moroccan IP system :

1- Modernize the national patent system



7

The new Moroccan Patent System (legal certainty)

Features of the new system :

-Establishment of search report and patentability opinion

-Applicant is given the opportunity to amend his claims

-Possible observations of Third Parties

-On this basis, the patent is granted or the application is refused

organigramme simplifié (3).doc
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Filing of the patent application Art. 30 and 31

OMPIC

Administrative review
Art. 32 and 33
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18months

Publication of the patent application and the 

preliminary search report after expiry of 18 

months 
Art. 44

Notification to applicant

Divisional application 
Art. 38.1

Preliminary search report and opinion on 

patentability (PRROP)
Art. 43

Filing amended claims and/or observations by 

applicant
Art. 43.1

Communicate observations to applicant

Applicant's reply to the third party observations
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Final search report and opinion on 

patentability
Art. 43.2

Observations by third parties Art. 14.3

Total or partial rejection of the application 
Art. 41

Grant of the Patent 
Art. 46

Publication of the granted Patent  with final 

search report and opinion on patentability

Observations to review the  decision
Art. 14.2 

20months

22months
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-Human ressources : 

recruitement of patent examiners (from 3 on 2008 to 17 on 2019)

Training on patent examination with the support of EPO (search techniques 
and tools, complexe issues…)

-Search tools: 

Access and active use of EPOQUENET from September 2008

Access to patent private databases (Derwent of Thomson ; Orbit / Questel)

Access to the most important NPL private databases (Elsevier/science 
direct), via WIPO programs…

2- Strengthen capacity building 

récap actions avec OEB en 2013.xls
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- Organisation :

 3 clusters (Mechanic, Energy and Green Tech (4)/ Electric, Telecom and 
ICT (6) / Chemistry and Biochemistry, Pharmaceutics (7))

Each examiner is in charge of a set of IPC codes

Validation meeting between the examiners of the same cluster to harmonize
the way of doing

we have noticed a significant improvment of the level and the 
quality of the work done by our examiners

2- Strengthen capacity building 

Répartition Sectorielle RR - 12-12-2012.doc
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- Guidelines : http://www.ompic.ma/fr/content/directives-dexamen-des-brevets-dinvention-0

- Publication server : http://patent.ompic.ma/

•Launched in 2010

•Full-text of published patent applications and patents

•Main forces : (regularity, quality, standard format)

•Data exchange (almost all our patent data is in Espacenet, Epoque, Patenscope)

- On line Register : https://patentregister.ompic.ma/SearchPatent/

•Launched on April 2016

•Legal status of moroccan patent applications and patents

- Information services: 

•Prior art search

- Enhance awareness and training:

•Judges

•Attorneys

3- Transparency and share information

http://www.ompic.ma/fr/content/directives-dexamen-des-brevets-dinvention-0
http://patent.ompic.ma/
https://patentregister.ompic.ma/SearchPatent/
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Users of MA On line Register from 1st Jan 2018 to 22nd Oct 2019
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OMPIC and emerging technologies

Non patentable subject matter ?

Mathematic formula ?

Computer program ?

Abstract ideas ?

Training

Exchange of experiences
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Evolution des dépots de demandes de brevets d'invention

Total des dépôts Dépôt d'origine étrangère Dépot d'origine marocaine

67%

13%

20%
Chemistry, Biotechnology, Pharmaceuticals

Electric, Electronics, Telecoms et ICT

Mechanic, Energy, Green-Tech

Distribution by technological field

3%
12%

23%

3%

1%
1%

9%
7%

2%

14%

1%
3%

21%

Electricité, électronique, Télécoms et TIC

Communication numérique

Informatique

Machines et appareils électriques, énergie électrique

Semi-conducteurs

Techniques de communication  de base

Télécommunications

Mobilier, jeux

Dispositifs de commande

Optique

Techniques de mesures

Méthodes de traitement des données

Techniques audiovisuelles

Autres biens de consommation
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Transmission of digital information : H04L

Wireless Communication Networks : H04WArtificial Intelligence : G06N3/00



16

Dematerialisation and automation

1- On line Filing : 67% in 2018 / 70% in 2019

2- Paperless : all documents are digitalised and stored on the information 
system

3- dashboard for tracking the processing of patent applications and 
productivity
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Morocco in the 21 position
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Thank you for your attention

elafia@ompic.ma

mailto:elafia@ompic.ma
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