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Learning objective

- find a patent application filed at EPO (Euro-PCT and Euro-PCT-bis)

- find a search report : ESR or ISR

- find a written communication : ESOP or IPRP (WO-ISA / IPER)

- find patent documents from over 90 National patent offices

- find an automated translation of a patent document

- check CPC classification

How can national offices get and use publicly available information 

from EPO?



Looking for EPO products

EP applications: filed under the EPC

- ESR: European Search Report

- ESOP: European Search Opinion

Euro-PCT: filed under the PCT with EPO as ISA

- ISR and IPRP (WO-ISA / IPER)

- ISR takes the place of the ESR

- ESOP

Euro-PCT-bis: filed under the PCT, EPO was not the ISA

- supplementary ESR

- ESOP



Access EPO databases: http://www.epo.org

EPO 

free online 

services

Publicly available information

EP register

Espacenet



European Patent Register



European Patent Register 

• Find European patent applications: EP direct, Euro-PCT, Euro-PCT-

bis

• Check the current status of a European patent application

• Read official communications between Examiner and the Applicant

• Download data

http://www.epo.org/register

"The EP Patent Register contains all the publicly available information on 

European patent applications as they pass through the grant procedure, 

including oppositions, patent attorney/EPO correspondence and more. The 

service provides for public file inspection".



European Patent Register 

How do I enter a query?



European Patent Register 

How do I enter a query?

Internationally agreed numbers for the Identification



European Patent Register 

How do I enter a query?

PCT application number PCT/EP2004/051505 = WO2004EP51505

PCT publication number WO 2006/505376 = WO2006505376

EPO application number EP04766233 = EP20040766233

EPO publication number EP1789988

Applicant Agilent Technologies, Inc. 

Inventor Bernhard DEHMER

Title Liquid transportation and crystallization growth

remove 0



European Patent Register 

About this file



European Patent Register 

Citations (relevant prior art)



European Patent Register 

Patent family



European Patent Register 

All document: public file inspection (File Wrapper)



European Patent Register 

Copy of the IPRP (content = WO-ISA) 



European Patent Register 

Reasoned statement for novelty and inventive step 



Espacenet



Espacenet 

• Search for documents in a worldwide collection of published 

applications from over 90+ countries

• Translate a patent application

• Browse CPC scheme (Cooperative Patent Classification) 

• Find relevant classification symbols

http://www.epo.org/espacenet

"Patent search

Espacenet offers free access to more than 80 million patent documents

worldwide, containing information about inventions and technical developments 

from 1836 to today."



Espacenet 

How do I enter a query?



Espacenet 

How do I enter a query?



Espacenet 

Bibliogaphic data



Espacenet 

Claim tree



Espacenet 

Patent translate

Useful to you to translate for example

German or French into English



Espacenet 

INPADOC patent family

Corresponding patent applications in different countries which claim the same priority and which 

normally disclose the same invention.



Espacenet 

Common Citation Document

More information on http://ccd.fiveipoffices.org/CCD-2.0/

http://www.epo.org/searching/free/citation.html

Prior art cited by any IP5 offices

for the family members of a 

patent application

EPO

USPTO It is now standard practice at the EPO for 

examiners to check the cited prior art from 

other national offices



Espacenet 

Cooperative Patent Classification system (CPC)

for more information see: www.cooperativepatentclassification.org

common classification scheme for the USPTO and the EPO



Espacenet 

Cooperative Patent Classification system (CPC)



Espacenet 

Cooperative Patent Classification system (CPC)

Search for:

Liquid transportation and crystallization growth 

click to open up



Summary

European patent register

- find an EP or PCT patent application at EPO

- get the File Wrapper (online public file inspection) 

of an application

- find a search report or a communication written by 

an EPO examiner

Espacenet

- find patent documents (worldwide database of 

over 80 million patent applications from over 90 

National patent offices)

- translate an application

- check CPC classification scheme

Access EPO databases: http://www.epo.org



Thank you very much for your time.

Any Questions?

Nicolas Wyplosz

nwyplosz@epo.org
October  2013


