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 444 

 835 

 670 Trial examiners 

99(6.5%) 

Examiners 

835 (55.2%) 

Administrative 

staff 

580 (38.3%) 

  Total examiners : 835 

PhDs 

317 

(38.0%) 

State exam passers 

154 (18.4%) 

Patent attorneys 

33 (4.0%) 

Others 

310(37.1%) 

No. of examiners 

2001 

2004 

2015   Total staff: 1,514 

(Based on the number of staff in 2015) 



6 



7 

Year: 2013 

(Unit: thousands) 

Trademark 

4th 

222 

157 

160 

341 2,104 

Korea China US India Brazil 

No. of trademark applications by country (2014) 
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• A registration system for 97 members (Including EU and OAPI) 

& covering 113 countries 

• Entitlement and basic mark (application or registration) 

• One application – one language – one set of fees 

• One registration covering multiple territories &  

     Expansion to new export markets (subsequent designation)  

• Fixed time limit for refusal – 12 or 18 months 

• Only formal examination by WIPO 

• Centralized management of portfolio  
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Contracting Parties 2013 2014 2015 

United States of America 5,893 5,414 8,486 

European Union 6,814 6,996 8,131 

Germany 4,357 3,883 4,603 

France 3,514 3,377 3,718 

Switzerland 2,885 2,994 3,128 

Japan 1,855 1,729 2,407 

China 2,455 1,738 2,231 

Australia 1,195 1,246 2,229 

Italy 2,118 2,070 2,165 

United Kingdom 1,580 1,560 2,068 
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Contracting Parties 2013 2014 2015 

China 20,275 20,309 24,849 

United States of America 17,322 17,268 21,996 

European Union 17,598 17,270 21,721 

Russian Federation 18,239 16,573 17,436 

Japan 13,179 12,814 15,776 

Switzerland 13,215 12,759 14,584 

Australia 11,675 11,533 14,292 

Republic of Korea 10,967 10,402 12,997 

India 1,916 8,138 11,391 

Mexico 5,095 8,533 10,569 
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 Formal requirements 
      (Mark, G&S, Entitlement to file, etc.) 

 Certifying Int. Application based 
on Basic Requirement 

 Applicant 

Office of Origin 

International 
Bureau 

Designated  
Office 

Designated  
Office 

Designated  
Office 

Office of Origin 

International Bureau 

 Examination of Int. Application 
      (Formality, NICE classification, Fee) 

 Translation (E/F/S) 
 International Registration 

 
 

Designated Office 

 Substantive examination 
 Grant/Refusal of trademark 

protection in their own territory 
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International Application Division => 5    International Trademark Examination Division => 25  

Trademark Examination Policy Div. => 3  

Translation 
• Goods 

NICE Classification 
• Review translations 
• Give a similar group code  

Re-request translation 
• Request for translation 

Formality check 
• On-Screen  
• Notification 

Basic Examination 
• Check the concurrence 

between designated goods 
and mark of the goods 

Send to WIPO 
• Send paper docs/electronic data 

Submission of Replacement docs 
• Request for replacement docs 

Paper/Electronic data 
• Receive data 

Data Conformity 
• Paper/Electronic data 
• Give receipt/Application No. 

 International Bureau 

Substantive Examination 
• Goods  
• Retroactivity/Opposition 
• Make an examination 

determination 

Search System 

Publication 
• Application 

Register 
• Generate registration 

Upon the decision 
of registration 

Notification 
• Send a notification 
   to WIPO/Applicant 

 

IT Development Div. => 5  

Maintenance of Madrid System 
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Contracting party of Madrid Union 
 - Name of country:  
   (e.g.) Republic of Korea 

Name and address of applicant 

Entitlement to file 
 

 

(e) Language for correspondence:  

    (e.g.) English 

(f) (ⅰ) Natural person: Republic of Korea 

     (ⅱ) Legal entity: Corporation 

(b) An address of the country in item 1 

must be indicated, in case that: 
 

 Item 3(a)(ⅲ) or (ⅳ) is selected, plus 

 The address of the item 2(b) is not in 

the country of the item 1 

(a) (ⅰ) Nationality of item 1 (Country) 

    (ⅱ) Nationality of item 1 (Organization) 

    (ⅲ) Domicile in item 1 

    (ⅳ) Establishment in item 1 
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(Optional) 
Name and address of representative 

(Compulsory) 
One or more than two basic applications or 
registration 
 

 Basic application/registration number 
and date 
 

 Using continuation sheets when being 
needed 

(Optional) 
 

 Priority claims within 6 months 

 Indicating goods and services 
   - Only if some of the G&S are claimed 

priority 

 In case of several earlier filings having 
different dates 

  - G&S of each filing are necessary 

 In case of more than two priority claims 
   - Using continuation sheets 

NB 
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(a) Identical with basic mark 
 

 < Unacceptable mark > 
 - Unclear image 
 - Different style of letters from the basic 
 - Different color of image from the basic 

 

(b) Black and white mark in (a) with color claim 
in item 8 

 

(c) Standard characters (no special letters or 

images) 
 

(d) Color or combination of colors only 
 

(e) When Office of origin faxes MM2,  
   - Basic Registration No. or Office reference No. and 

signature/seal should be indicated. 
 

(a) Color claim as distinctive feature 
     (e.g. Black and red) 
 

(b) Indication of colors of the mark  
     (e.g. The image of circle with an incomplete end is 

in black; the triangle trespassing the circle is in red 
and;  the lower triangle partially overlapped with 
the upper triangle is in black: the words “KIPO” 
and “KOREAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE” 
are in black.)  
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National 
application 

International 
application 

Clothing 

 National Application 
or Registration 

 G&S on Int. 
Application: not 
broader than G&S on 
National App./Reg. 

 Mark on Int. Application: 
identical with the mark 
of National App./Reg. 

A B C 

D E 

Suits, trousers, jeans, 
coats, shirts, dresses, 
jackets,… 

A B C 

D E F 
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Section Int. application National application 

Unacceptable 
Vehicle  Automobiles  

Metal Iron and steel 

Acceptable 
Computer game 
software 

Computer software 
 

(a) Lists of goods and services 
 

   - Nice classification (10th edition) 

   - Semicolon (;) between each goods 
   - Goods of the international ≤ Goods of the basic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 - Using the alphabetical list of goods and services of 

International Classification, or WIPO electronic 
tools (G&S manager) 

(b) Limitation of goods and services 
 

  - Limitation of some of G&S to some of the 
designated countries 

      In US: limited to “computer operating program 

               recorded” in class 09  

      In JP: limited to class 16, 38 
 

e.g. EM, CN, PH,  
      GB, US, JP 
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Irregular terms KIPO’s Classification WIPO’s Classification/Suggestion 

Medicated creams 03 Class 05 

Contact lens washing apparatus 09 Class 05 

Fishing gaffs 28 Class 08 

computer games  apparatus 28 Class 09 

DVD discs 09 DVDs / Digital video discs 

leather key chains 18 Class 14 

Engines for vehicles 12 Engines for automobiles 

sleeping mats 24 Class 20 

Sharp pencils 16 Mechanical pencils 

sujebi  [korean broth containing 
dough flakes] 

30 Class 29 
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International Bureau Applicants 

Office of origin 

① Irregularity notices 

① Copies of 
Irregularity 
notices 

② Guidance for applicants on 
how to remedy 

③ Amending the goods and services 
by applicant ④ Confirmation of the new 

goods/services based on 
the national App./Reg. 

International Bureau 
⑤ Respond to Irregularity notices within 3 

months from the issuing date of 
Irregularity notice 
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In case of holders having a current account 
opened with the IB (the IB will debit the fee) 

Basic fee 
- Mark in black and white: 653 CHF (least developed countries: 

65 CHF) 

 - Mark in color: 903 CHF (least developed countries: 90 CHF) 

Complementary and supplementary fee  
(the designated countries, non-available individual fee) 

- Complementary fee: 100 CHF for each designated  
                               country 
- Supplementary fee: 100 CHF for each class in excess  
                              of 3 classes 

 

Individual fee (instead of complementary/supplementary) 

 - Fee amounts depended on each country 
   * see the website (www.wipo.int/madrid/en/fees) 
 

Remittance to WIPO’s bank account or 
postal account 
 

- Indicating the bank account of the remitter and the date 
when the payment was made 
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(www.wipo.int/madrid/en/fees/calculator.jsp) 

The latest (past) date 
based on filing date 

e.g. Korean application 
  

 WIPO bank account 
  -  IBAN : CH51 0483 5048 7080 

8100 0 

  -  SWIFT: CRESCH ZZ80A 

 

 Debit from a current 
account 
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• Notification service to individual/corporate applicants 

w/o an agent to assist w/ Madrid international 

application 

▪ 10+% of applicants w/o an agent 

• Notification on ToDo items and due dates at each 

phase of international application 

• When applying for Patent Applicant Code, if applicant 

requests, emails and SMS are sent on relevant info 

(due dates, formal exam results, etc.) 
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• For WIPO irregularity notice, KIPO notifies applicant 

on due date of amendment, to prevent overdue, 

registration delay 
 

     <Amendments in 2015>       (# of cases, %) 

 

 

 

• Due date notices and irregularity notices are re-sent 

1 month prior to the due dates 

category  within 30 
days 

within 60 
days 

within 90 
days 

cases 151 73 29 

% 59.6 28.9 11.5 
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• Easier access for the public & companies to 
international patent/trademark application 

▪ +/- of Madrid applications, what to do when 
applying under Madrid System, frequent errors, 
FAQ 
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• Quarterly information since March 2011 
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Irregular Terms KIPO’s Classification WIPO’s Classification/Suggestion 

Fishing gaffs 28 Class 08 

computer games  apparatus 28 Class 09 

DVD discs 09 DVDs / Digital video discs 

leather key chains 18 Class 14 

Engines for vehicles 12 Engines for automobiles 

• Correction on wrong classifications 

• Correction on English typos, errors 

• When KIPO and WIPO classifications differ, 
talks/presentations on KIPO standards/practices 

• Request inclusion of English terminology recognized 
by KIPO and major POs in WIPO Madrid Goods and 
Service (MGS) DB 
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