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Legal basis  
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Control of the classification 

Article 3(2):  

“The indication of classes given by the applicant shall be 

subject to control by the International Bureau, which 

shall exercise the said control in association with the 

Office of origin. In the event of disagreement between 

the said Office and the International Bureau, the opinion 

of the latter shall prevail.” 
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Rule 9(4)(a)(xiii) 

… the names of the goods and services … 

… grouped in the appropriate classes …  

….each group preceded by the number of the class … 

… presented in the order of the classes …  

… indicated in precise terms … 

… preferably using the words appearing in the 

Alphabetical List 
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Grounds for irregularities 

Rule 12: 

“If the International Bureau considers that the 

requirements of Rule 9(4)(a)(xiii) are not complied with 

…” 

 

Rule 13: 

“If the International Bureau considers that any of the 

goods and services is indicated in the international 

application by a term that is too vague for the purposes 

of classification or is incomprehensible or is linguistically 

incorrect …” 
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Classification tools used by  

the International Bureau 
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Classification tools used by the 

International Bureau 

The internal classification database : MGS (Nice plus), 

acceptable terms and non-acceptable terms 

Explanatory Notes relating to each class heading 

General Remarks of the Nice Classification 

The Classification Guidelines 
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The Classification  

Guidelines 
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Background 

Requested by the Working Group Roundtable in 

November 2015 

Draft presented in June, available for comments until 

December 2016  

New draft to be presented in June 2017 

Purpose 

inform users of the practice 

serve as a resource for users 

increase predictability of examination outcome 
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Guidelines for products 

Products than can be classified in more than one class according to 

their : 

purpose only (e.g. “sea water” in 5 -medicinal- and 30 -cooking-); 

material only (e.g. “gift bags” in 16 -paper- and 22 -textile-); 

function only (e.g. “mobiles” in 20 -decoration- and 28 -toys-); 

mode of operation only (e.g. “door opener” in class 6 -non-

electric- or 7 -electric-); or 

nature only (e.g. “berries” in class 29 -processed- and 31 -fresh-)  
 

are acceptable in any of those classes  

 

Products than can be classified in more than one class according to 

more than one of the five criteria above require further specification 

(e.g. doors in classes 6, 11, 12 19 and 20 ) 
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Guidelines for services 

Accept indications of services provided they have sufficient 

meaning in the context of the given class (e.g. “booking of 

seats” in 39 (travel) or 41 (shows)) 
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Acceptable and non-acceptable 

indications 
Acceptable 

class headings and general 

indications therefrom 

namely, in particular, i.e. 

“installation services in relation 

to the goods mentioned above 

in class 11” (class 37) 

“custom manufacturing of 

goods for others” (class 40) 

“wholesale” and “retail sale” in 

class 35 

trademarks and geographical 

indications 

acronyms, when unequivocal 

Non-acceptable 

general terms outside their 

natural class without further 

specification (e.g. clothing 

outside 25) 

such as, and the like, etc. 

“all goods (services) in class X” 

“vegetables other than those 

listed in class 31” 

“manufacturing of goods” 

“parts and fittings” or “parts 

and accessories” without 

further specification  
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Recurring issues 

“Game software” and “game programs” fall under class 9, while all 

“electronic games apparatus” fall under class 28 

“Alcoholic beverages” fall under class 33, irrespective of the level of 

alcohol 

“Filters” are classified according to their purpose or function, while 

“filtering materials” according to the material 

“Valves” are classified according to their function or purpose; when 

that is not possible, according to their material 

“Services provided by an association to its members” are classified 

according to the nature of the service 

“Kits” are classified according to their purpose or by their 

composition, provided all goods comprised in the kit fall under the 

same class 
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Format 

Proper punctuation is recommended; however, the 

International Bureau will not amend the list by: 

adding, removing or changing punctuation marks; 

changing indications from singular to plural; or, 

adding or removing brackets 

 

The International Bureau will format the list from upper 

case to lower case characters, keeping upper case for: 

first word per class 

acronyms 
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Madrid Goods and 

Services Manager 

19 



Madrid Goods and Services Manager 

Online tool to compile lists of goods and services 

according to the Nice Classification 

Available since December 2010 

Contains the alphabetical list of the Nice Classification; 

frequently used terms extracted from the International 

Register; and, terms from other databases  (TM5, 

USPTO, etc.) 

Near 100 thousand terms in English 

Available in 18 languages 

Shows similar group codes used by JPO and KIPO 

Displays acceptance by 27 Offices 
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Functions 

BROWSE per class to select goods and services 

 from a “pick-list” of terms pre-accepted by WIPO 

 

SEARCH acceptable terms using keywords  

 

 

CHECK ACCEPTANCE of terms: 

• by WIPO (free-text) 

• by a designated Contracting Party (dCP) 

 

 



Features 

NICE indications are clearly identified 

One-click limitation of results to NICE indications 

Clear identification of all classes containing results  

One-click restriction of results to a selected class 

No cumbersome paging to move through the results 

User list always visible 

Free-text terms can be typed with or without 

segmentation by semicolons 

One-click access to translation 

Print or translate lists in a format directly usable for filing 



A three-layer data structure (1) 



A three-layer data structure (2) 



Operationally acceptable terms 
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MGS – Display of Acceptance / Rejection 



Display Acceptance or Rejection 



WIPO’s internal  

classification database 
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Internal database 

Not acceptable 
terms/ new 

terms 

Acceptable 
terms  

MGS database 

Nice 
Alphabetical list 
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Examination of classification in 

international applications (1) 
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Examination of classification in 

international applications (2) 
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Examination of classification in 

international applications (3) 
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Examination of classification in 

international applications (4) 
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Thank you  

for your attention 

 

juan.rodriguez@wipo.int 


