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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Committee of Experts of the Locarno Union (hereinafter referred to as “the 

Committee”) held its thirteenth session in Geneva from November 27 to December 1, 2017.  

The following members of the Committee were represented at the session:  China, Croatia, 

Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, 

Norway, Poland, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland 

and United Kingdom (20).  The following States were represented by observers:  Israel, 

Saudi Arabia, Thailand and United States of America (4).  Representatives of the following 

international intergovernmental organizations took part in the session in an observer capacity:  

Benelux Office for Intellectual Property (BOIP) and European Union (EU).  A representative of 

the following non-governmental organization attended the session in an observer capacity:  

Confederacy of Patent Information User Groups (CEPIUG).  The list of participants appears as 

Annex I to this report. 

 

2. The session was opened by Mr. Kunihiko Fushimi, Director, International Classifications 

and Standards Division, WIPO, who welcomed the participants on behalf of the 

Director General. 
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OFFICERS 

 

3. The Committee unanimously elected Ms. Marie-Louise Orre (Sweden) as Chair, and 

Ms. Andrea Kordic (Croatia) and Mr. Kosuke Omagari (Japan) as Vice-Chairs. 

  

4. Ms. Belkis Fava (WIPO) acted as Secretary of the session. 

 

 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

5. The Committee unanimously adopted the agenda, which appears as Annex II to 

this report. 

 

 

DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS AND DECISIONS 

 

6. As decided by the Governing Bodies of WIPO at their tenth series of meetings held from 

September 24 to October 2, 1979 (see document AB/X/32, paragraphs 51 and 52), the report of 

this session reflects only the conclusions of the Committee (decisions, recommendations, 

opinions, etc.) and does not, in particular, reflect the statements made by any participant, 

except where a reservation in relation to any specific conclusion of the Committee was 

expressed or repeated after the conclusion was reached.  

 

 
PROCEDURE FOR ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO THE ELEVENTH 
EDITION OF THE LOCARNO CLASSIFICATION 
 
7. Discussions took place on the understanding that: 

 
(i) for amendments and additions to the Locarno Classification (hereinafter referred to 

as the “Classification”) not entailing a transfer of goods from one class to another, a 
simple majority of the countries of the Locarno Union was required under Article 3(4) 
of the Locarno Agreement; 
 

(ii) for the transfer of goods from one class to another, unanimity among the countries 
of the Locarno Union was required under the same Article 3(4). 
 

8. The Committee noted that countries of the Union not represented at the session or not 

having expressed their vote during the session or within the period prescribed by the Rules of 

Procedure of the Committee were considered to have accepted the decisions of the Committee, 

as set forth in Article 3(6) of the Locarno Agreement.  
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS FOR AMENDMENTS AND ADDITIONS TO THE 

ELEVENTH EDITION OF THE LOCARNO CLASSIFICATION 

 

(a) VARIOUS PROPOSALS 

 

9. Discussions were based on project LO132, Annex 1, which contained a summary table of 

proposals for amendments and additions to the current (eleventh) edition of the Classification. 

 

10. The Committee adopted an important number of changes to the Classification.  The 

decisions of the Committee are available on the electronic forum, project LO130. 

 

https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a01_ibva.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1645/LO130
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(b) CHANGES CONCERNING THE CREATION OF NEW SUBCLASSES 

 

11. Discussions were based on project LO132, Annex 2 Rev., submitted by France, Spain 

and Sweden, and Annex 3, submitted by China.  The proposals in Annex 2 aimed at creating a 

certain number of new subclasses in different classes, and moving goods with similar 

characteristics that are in the miscellaneous subclasses 99 to the new subclasses or to existing 

subclasses.  The proposals in Annex 3 followed a similar pattern except that, for Class 23, they 

concerned groups of similar goods that are in subclass 02. 

 

12. The Committee adopted a certain number of amendments and additions.  The 

decisions of the Committee are available on the electronic forum, project LO130. 

 

(c) CHANGES CONCERNING THE USE OF “EXCEPT FOR”, “OTHER THAN” AND 

SQUARE BRACKETS 

 

13. Discussions were based on project LO132, Annex 4, submitted by the International 

Bureau (IB), which contained a proposal that aimed at consistently using the expression “other 

than” without square brackets throughout the list of goods, instead of inconsistently using 

“except for” or “other than”, in square brackets or not. 

 

14. The Committee adopted a certain number of amendments.  However, the 

Committee indicated that harmonization in terminology should rather tend towards the use 

of “except for” instead of “other than”, and that the use of square brackets should be 

maintained.  The decisions of the Committee are available on the electronic forum, project 

LO130. 
 
 

CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSAL FOR MODIFICATIONS TO THE GUIDE TO THE 

LOCARNO CLASSIFICATION 

 

15. Discussions were based on project LO132, Annex 5, which contained a proposal for 

modifications to the Guidance for the User of the Locarno Classification, submitted by China. 

 

16. Following the presentation on the new electronic publication of the Classification 

(LOCPUB) made by the IB, which now contains an updated version of the Guidance for the 

User, the delegation of China expressed its satisfaction with the text of that Guidance and 

therefore withdrew proposals CN2, CN3 and CN4.  However, the delegation of China stated that 

it would be very useful to include in the publication the dates of entry into force of each edition 

of the Classification. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSAL CONCERNING THE INTRODUCTION OF A MORE 

DETAILED HIERARCHY IN THE LOCARNO CLASSIFICATION 

 

17. Discussions were based on project LO132, Annex 6, which contained a proposal for 

extending the Locarno Classification to include, in addition to EPIC (Extended Product 

Indication Classification), a Locarno+ tool that would contain all the terms of the EUIPO 

Designview database, submitted by the Netherlands. 

 

18. The Committee was of the opinion that the Classification is an international system 

created and periodically revised by a Committee of Experts that counts among its 

members countries that do not belong to the European Union.  The Committee agreed 

therefore that the Classification contain only those terms that have been approved by the 

Committee. 

https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a09_iban.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a03_ibcr.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a09_iban.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a03_ibcr.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1645/LO130
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a04_ib%22o.docx
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1645/LO130
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a05_iblo.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a06_iblo.pdf


CEL/13/2 
page 4 

 

 

 

NEW ELECTRONIC PUBLICATION 

 

19. In accordance with the decisions made by the Committee at its 12th session (see 

document CEL/12/2, paragraphs 16 and 17), the IB presented the new electronic publication of 

the Locarno Classification (LOCPUB). 

 

20. With the exception mentioned in paragraph 16 above concerning the dates of entry into 

force of each edition of the Classification, the Committee expressed satisfaction with the new 

electronic publication and noted that LOCPUB will go live before the end of the year. 

 

 

TRANSMISSION OF PROPOSALS FROM OFFICES AND FROM THE INTERNATIONAL 

BUREAU TO THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS (ARTICLE 3(3) OF THE 

LOCARNO AGREEMENT) 

 

21. Discussions were based on project LO132, Annex 7, which contained a proposal for 

modifications to the procedure for the transmission of proposals to the members of the 

Committee by the IB. 

  

22. The  Committee decided that the final version of the working documents for a given 

session of the Committee continue to be made available on the electronic forum two 

months before the date of the session.  

 

 

PERIODICITY OF THE SESSIONS OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 

 

23. Discussions were based on project LO132, Annex 8 concerning the periodicity of the 

sessions of the Committee of Experts. 

 

24. The Committee agreed that it would hold its sessions in principle once every two 

years, keeping open the possibility of modifying the periodicity of the sessions if 

necessary.   

 

 

NEXT SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS.  ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE NEXT 

EDITION 

 

25. The Committee agreed that the next (fourteenth) session would be held in Geneva 

in the fall of 2019. 

 
26. The Committee noted that the IB would prepare and publish online the new (twelfth) 
edition of the Classification, in English and in French, in December 2018 and that the 
notification of entry into force would be sent by the end of June 2018. 
 

27. The Committee agreed that amendments and additions to the eleventh edition of the 
Classification would enter into force on January 1, 2019. 

 
 
CLOSING OF THE SESSION 

 
28.  The Chair closed the session. 
  

http://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/classifications/en/cel_12/cel_12_2.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a07_ibtr.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a08_ibpe.pdf
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29. The Committee of Experts 

unanimously adopted this report by 

electronic means on 

December 22, 2017. 

 
[Annexes follow] 
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ANNEXE I/ANNEX I 
 
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS/LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
I. ÉTATS MEMBRES/MEMBER STATES 
 
(dans l’ordre alphabétique des noms français des États) 
(in the alphabetical order of the names in French) 
 
 

ALLEMAGNE/GERMANY 

 
Kristin EBERSBACH (Ms.), Head, Design Unit, German Patent and Trademark Office (DPMA), 
Jena 
 
Evelyn HARDRAHT (Ms.), Officer for Classification and Product Indication, Design Unit, 
German Patent and Trademark Office (DPMA), Jena 
 

 

CHINE/CHINA 

 
QU Yi (Ms.), Deputy Director, Design Examination Department, State Intellectual Property 
Office (SIPO), Beijing 
 
WANG Yan (Ms.), Examiner, Design Examination Department, State Intellectual Property Office 
(SIPO), Beijing 
 
 

CROATIE/CROATIA 

 
Andrea KORDIĆ (Ms.), Head, Section for Registration of Designs and Maintenance of 
Registers, Trademarks and Industrial Designs Department, State Intellectual Property Office, 
Zagreb 
 

 

DANEMARK/DENMARK 

 
Pia HØYBYE-OLSEN (Ms.), Information Specialist, Trademarks and Designs, Danish Patent 
and Trademark Office, Ministry of Business and Growth, Taastrup 
 
Carressa Brinchmann BOS (Ms.), Legal Examiner, Trademarks and Designs, Danish Patent 
and Trademark Office, Ministry of Business and Growth, Taastrup 

 

 

ESPAGNE/SPAIN 

 
Jorge CARBONELL (Sr.), Examinador, Oficina Española de Patentes y Marcas (OEPM), 
Ministerio de Energía, Turismo y Agenda Digital, Madrid 
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FÉDÉRATION DE RUSSIE/RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

 

Andrey SHPIKALOV (Mr.), Senior Researcher, International Classification System and 

Standards, Federal Institute of Industrial Property (FIPS), Federal Service for Intellectual 

Property, Patents and Trademarks (ROSPATENT), Moscow 

 

Anna CHESTNYKH (Ms.), Analyst, Federal Institute of Industrial Property (FIPS), Federal 

Service for Intellectual Property, Patents and Trademarks (ROSPATENT), Moscow 

 

 

FRANCE 

 
Florence BREGE (Mme), responsable, Service des dessins et modèles, Institut national de la 
propriété industrielle (INPI), Courbevoie 
 
Peggy BREUIL (Mme), juriste, Service des dessins et modèles, Institut national de la propriété 
industrielle (INPI), Courbevoie 
 
 
GRÈCE/GREECE 
 
Sotirios ROKKOS (Mr.), Head, Helpdesk Department, Directorate of Technological Information, 
Hellenic Industrial Property Organization (OBI), Athens 
 
Maria VOUTZOULIA (Ms.), Designs Formalities Examiner, Documentation and Publication 
Department, Hellenic Industrial Property Organization (OBI), Athens 
 
 
HONGRIE/HUNGARY 
 
Eszter JAMBOR (Ms.), Head, Model and Design Section, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office 
(HIPO), Budapest 
 
 
ITALIE/ITALY 
 
Alfonso PIANTEDOSI (Mr.), Design and Trademark Department, Italian Patent and Trademark 
Office, Directorate General for the Fight against Counterfeiting (UIBM), Ministry of Economic 
Development, Rome 
 
Marco BERTINI (Mr.), Design and Trademark Department, Italian Patent and Trademark Office, 
Directorate General for the Fight against Counterfeiting (UIBM), Ministry of Economic 
Development, Rome 
 
Silvia COMPAGNUCCI (Ms.), Italian Patent and Trademark Office, Directorate General for the 
Fight against Counterfeiting (UIBM), Ministry of Economic Development, Rome 
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JAPON/JAPAN 

 

Kosuke OMAGARI (Mr.), Deputy Director, Electronic Design Examination System Planning 

Office, Design Division, Patent and Design Examination Department, Japan Patent Office 

(JPO), Tokyo 

 

Tetsuya HIRATA (Mr.), Assistant Director, Policy Planning and Research Section, Design 

Division, Patent and Design Examination Department, Japan Patent Office (JPO), Tokyo 
 

 

NORVÈGE/NORWAY 

 
Kjersti GRAVKLEV (Ms.), Adviser, Design Section, Norwegian Industrial Property Office (NIPO), 
Oslo 
 
Wigdis SOLLIE (Ms.), Adviser, Design and Trademark Department, Norwegian Industrial 
Property Office (NIPO), Oslo 
 
 

PAYS-BAS/NETHERLANDS 

 
Patrice CLÉMENT (M.), chef, Secteur dessins ou modèles, Office Benelux de la propriété 
intellectuelle (OBPI), La Haye 
 

 

POLOGNE/POLAND 

 
Agnieszka MIKIEL (Ms.), Examiner, Industrial Designs Division, Trademarks Department, 
Patent Office, Warsaw 
 
 
RÉPUBLIQUE DE CORÉE/REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
 
YANG Yoon Jeong (Ms.), Senior Researcher, Trademark and Design Search Division, Korean 
Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), Daejeon 
 
CHOI Eunseok (Mr.), Examiner, Design Examination Policy Division, Korean Intellectual 
Property Office (KIPO), Daejeon 
 
 

RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE/CZECH REPUBLIC 

 
Jitka STREITBERG (Ms.), Patent Information Department, Industrial Property Office, Prague 

 

 

ROUMANIE/ROMANIA 

 

Alice-Mihaela POSTĂVARU (Ms.), Head, Designs Division, State Office for Inventions and 

Trademarks (OSIM), Bucharest 

 
Emanuela UNGURAŞU (Ms.), Examiner, Designs Division, State Office for Inventions and 
Trademarks (OSIM), Bucharest 
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ROYAUME-UNI/UNITED KINGDOM 

 

Natalie MORGAN (Ms.), Head, Trade Mark Classification and Design Law and Practice, UK 

Intellectual Property Office (UK IPO), Newport 

 
Darrel HENDY (Mr.), Classification Examiner, Trade Mark Classification and Design Law and 
Practice, UK Intellectual Property Office (UK IPO), Newport 
 
 
SUÈDE/SWEDEN 
 
Marie-Louise ORRE (Ms.), Legal Advisor, Design and Trademark Division, Swedish Patent and 
Registration Office (PRV), Söderhamn 

 
Eva LARSSON (Ms.), Examiner, Design and Trademark Division, Swedish Patent and 
Registration Office (PRV), Söderhamn 
 
 

SUISSE/SWITZERLAND 

 
Beat SCHIESSER (M.), chef, Service des dessins et modèles, Division des brevets, Institut 
fédéral de la propriété intellectuelle (IPI), Berne 
 
 
 
II. ÉTATS OBSERVATEURS/OBSERVER STATES 
 
 
ARABIE SAOUDITE/SAUDI ARABIA 
 
Abdullah ALZAMIL (Mr.), Head, Industrial Design Department, Saudi Patent Office (SPO), King 
Abdullaziz City for Science and Technology (KACST), Riyadh 
 
 

ÉTATS-UNIS D’AMÉRIQUE/UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 

Brandon ROSATI (Mr.), Supervisory Patent Examiner, Design Patents, United States Patent 

and Trademark Office (USPTO), Department of Commerce, Alexandria, Virginia 

 

 

ISRAËL/ISRAEL 

 
Alice MAHLIS ABRAMOVICH (Ms.), Head, Designs Department, Israel Patent Office (IPO), 
Ministry of Justice, Jerusalem 
 
 
THAÏLANDE/THAILAND 
 
Sudkhet BORIBOONSRI (Mr.), Counsellor, Permanent Mission to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), Geneva 
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III. ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES 

INTERNATIONAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 
OFFICE BENELUX DE LA PROPRIÉTÉ INTELLECTUELLE (OBPI)/BENELUX OFFICE FOR 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (BOIP) 
 
Patrice CLÉMENT (M.), chef, Secteur dessins ou modèles, La Haye 
 
 
UNION EUROPÉENNE (UE)/EUROPEAN UNION (EU) 
 

Dimitrios ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mr.), Team Leader, Designs and Register Service, Operations 

Department, European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO), Alicante 

 

Nestor MARTINEZ-AGUADO (Mr.), Seconded National Expert, International Cooperation and 

Legal Affairs Department, European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO), Alicante 

 

 

 
IV. ORGANISATION NON GOUVERNEMENTALE/NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION  
 
Confederacy of Patent Information User Groups (CEPIUG) 
Guido MORADEI (Mr.), Delegate, Varese 
 
 

 

V. BUREAU/OFFICERS 
 
 
Présidente/Chair:  Marie-Louise ORRE (Mme/Ms.) (Suède/Sweden) 

 

Vice-présidents/Vice-Chairs:   Andrea KORDIĆ (Mme/Ms.) (Croatie/Croatia) 

  Kosuke OMAGARI (M./Mr.) (Japon/Japan) 

 
Secrétaire/Secretary:  Belkis FAVA (/Mme/Ms.) (OMPI/WIPO) 
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VI. SECRÉTARIAT DE L’ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA PROPRIÉTÉ 

INTELLECTUELLE (OMPI)/SECRETARIAT OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL 

PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (WIPO)  
 
 

Secteur de l’infrastructure mondiale/Global Infrastructure Sector 

 

Kunihiko FUSHIMI (M./Mr.), directeur, Division des classifications internationales et des 

normes/Director, International Classifications and Standards Division 

 
Belkis FAVA (Mme/Ms.), chef, Section des classifications pour les marques et les dessins et 
modèles, Division des classifications internationales et des normes/Head, Mark and Design 
Classifications Section, International Classifications and Standards Division 
 
Alison ZÜGER (Mme/Ms.), administratrice aux classifications, Section des classifications pour les 
marques et les dessins et modèles, Division des classifications internationales et des 
normes/Classifications Officer, Mark and Design Classifications Section, International 
Classifications and Standards Division 
 
 

[L’annexe II suit/ 
   Annex II follows] 
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ANNEX II 

(see paragraph 5 of this report) 

AGENDA 

 Paragraphs 

 (Annexes) 
  

1. Opening of the session 2 

2. Election of a Chair and two Vice-Chairs 3 

3. Adoption of the agenda 

 See the present document. 

5 

      (II) 

4. Consideration of proposals for amendments and additions to the 

eleventh edition of the Locarno Classification 

(a) Various proposals 

 See project LO132, Annex 1. 

 

 

9, 10 

(b) Changes concerning the creation of new subclasses 

 See project LO132, Annexes 2 Rev. and 3. 

11, 12 

(c) Changes concerning the use of “except for”, “other than” and  

 square brackets 

 See project LO132, Annex 4. 

 

13, 14 

5. Consideration of a proposal for modifications to the Guide to the 

Locarno Classification 

 See project LO132, Annex 5. 

 

15, 16 

6. Consideration of a proposal concerning the introduction of a more 

detailed hierarchy in the Locarno Classification 

 See project LO132, Annex 6. 

 

17, 18 

7. New electronic publication 19, 20 

8. Transmission of proposals from Offices and from the International 

Bureau to the members of the Committee of Experts (Article 3(3) of 

the Locarno Agreement) 

 See project LO132, Annex 7. 

 

 

21, 22 

9. Periodicity of the sessions of the Committee of Experts 

 See project LO132, Annex 8. 

23, 24 

10. Next session of the Committee of Experts.  Entry into force of the 

next edition 

 

25 - 27 

11. Closing of the session 28 

 

[Annex III follows] 

https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a01_ibva.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a09_iban.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a03_ibcr.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a04_ib%22o.docx
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a05_iblo.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a06_iblo.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a07_ibtr.pdf
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1590/LO132
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/nef-projects/lo132/lo132-a08_ibpe.pdf
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TECHNICAL ANNEXES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[The Technical Annexes are available on the Electronic Forum, under Project LO130  
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[End of Technical Annexes and of document] 

https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno/en/project/1645/LO130
https://www3.wipo.int/nef/public/locarno
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