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Current Efforts for ComputerizationCurrent Efforts for Computerization
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2. Effective Access to IP Information

3. Work sharing with other IP Office

Core Data base

IP Office

Internet

Internet

Internal Users

Applicant/Attorney

Publication  
Information

Internet

File wrapper  
Information

IPDL

PDX

Priority 
Document

1. Reduced the Office Work Road

- IPDL System

- Online Inspection System

* Machine Translation

Dossier

Users

Other IP Offices

- E-filing System

- Administration System

- Search System

Internet

2. Effective Access to 
IP Information

Common
Application
Format (XML)

Examination Results Exchange 

Priority Document  Exchange

Dissemination of IP Information

Data Format 
Standardization

（XML）

- Priority Document  Exchange System

- Dossier Access System

- Exchange of Examination Result System

- E-Filing System

Computerization of the IP OfficeComputerization of the IP Office
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Office A

Office B Office C

File Application

File ApplicationFile Application

Public User

Priority Data Examination Results Data

Data Format Standardization （XML）

Priority Document  Exchange Examination Results Exchange 

Dissemination of IP 
Information 

Common
Application
Format (XML)

Utilization of the International  information networkUtilization of the International  information network
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Effective Use of InformationEffective Use of Information
for Efficiency of Search/Examinationfor Efficiency of Search/Examination
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i) The examiner shall refer to the prior art search results and examination results 
concerning the corresponding foreign application that have been provided by the 
foreign patent office. The examiner is not required to carry out an additional prior 
art search himself/herself if he/she considers it possible, based on his/her 
knowledge and experience, to conduct an examination precisely and efficiently by 
using such search results.

ii) The examiner shall carry out an additional prior art search himself/herself where 
he/she considers it impossible, based on his/her knowledge and experience, to 
conduct an examination precisely and efficiently by using only prior art search 
results or examination results concerning the corresponding foreign application, 
which have been provided by the foreign patent office. In this case, unless the 
examiner considers it highly probable, based on his/her knowledge and 
experience, to find more significant prior art documents in the scope already 
searched by the examiner of the foreign patent office, the scope already searched 
by the foreign patent office shall be excluded from the scope of the additional 
search.

JPO Guidelines for Exploitation of Search and Examination ResultJPO Guidelines for Exploitation of Search and Examination Resultss 
of Foreign Patent Officesof Foreign Patent Offices

Exploitation of Examination results at JPOExploitation of Examination results at JPO
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Efficiency of Search/ExaminationEfficiency of Search/Examination

SearchSearch Examination Examination 
(Patentability Analysis)(Patentability Analysis)

Search/Examination Search/Examination 
ResultsResults

Patent Granting ProcedurePatent Granting Procedure

Dossier Access System
-FWA
-Web-based Service (European Patent Register, 

PAIR, K-PION, etc)
-ONE PORTAL DOSSIER

Machine Translation

Common Citation Database

Search Indexes (Patent Classification)

Search DBs

Necessity to Improve

Accessibility and Understanding
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Provision of search and examination 
results in English is important for easy 

exploitation in IP offices
•Machine Translation
•Text-based Dossier Database

IP OfficesIP Offices

JPOJPO

Electronic File WrapperElectronic File Wrapper
(Dossier)(Dossier)

JJtotoEE Translation Translation 
systemsystem

IP OfficesIP Offices

Dossier Access SystemDossier Access System

Dossier informationDossier information
Dossier informationDossier information

Dossier informationDossier information
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Web Browser Type and SOAP TypeWeb Browser Type and SOAP Type
Advantage Disadvantage Appropriate User

Web

AIPN (JPO)
K-PION (KIPO)
Public Pair 

(USPTO)
European Patent 

Register (EPO)

Access with general  
browsers

No need to develop 
new system

Each office can not 
customize the user  
interface

Medium / Small Offices

Public

SOAP

TDA-FWA 
(JPO,KIPO,USPTO
,EPO etc.)

- FODAS (JPO)

Each office can  customize  
the user interface

Need to develop the 
system

Big Offices

Information dissemination 
companies

Big companies

Dossier Access SystemDossier Access System
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Dossier Access System
JPO examination results 

are provided with J-E 
Machine Translation

EPO, KIPO, SIPO, USPTO

61 IP offices in total

Internet

AIPN
Advanced Industrial Property Network

(Internet web service for IP offices)
Equipped with J-E Machine Translation

Other IP offices

EPO

USPTO JPO

Dossier Access 
System

Epoline
(Internet web service for the public)

KIPO

K-PION
(Internet web service for IP offices)

PAIR
(Internet web service for 

the public)

Trilateral Offices and KIPO

The information of search and examination results
can be mutually referred among Trilateral Offices 

and between KIPO and JPO at real-time.
↓

Reduction of workload and contribution 
to accelerate examination 

by avoiding redundant searches 

Early provision of JPO examination results 
to other IP offices

↓
International contribution 

to other countries

Dossier Access System AIPN

SOAP Type Web Browser Type 

Dossier Access SystemDossier Access System
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Dossier Access System for JPO examinerDossier Access System for JPO examiner
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WebWeb--based based Dossier Access System for JPO ExaminersDossier Access System for JPO Examiners

European Patent 
Register (EPO)
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WebWeb--based based Dossier Access System for JPO ExaminersDossier Access System for JPO Examiners

K-PION (KIPO)
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WebWeb--based based Dossier Access System for JPO ExaminersDossier Access System for JPO Examiners

Public-Pair 
(USPTO)
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Collaboration with the other systems

Screening Inquiry of document 
number

Inquiry of patent family

List of application

TDATDA--FWA System FWA System for JPO Examiners (FODAS)for JPO Examiners (FODAS)



16

TDATDA--FWA System FWA System for JPO Examiners (FODAS)for JPO Examiners (FODAS)
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TDATDA--FWA System FWA System for JPO Examiners (FODAS)for JPO Examiners (FODAS)

Machine Translation
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Dossier Information Mutual Access
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EPO Dossier information
viewed by JPO

USPTO Dossier information
viewed by JPO

KIPO Dossier information
viewed by JPO

JPO Dossier information
viewed by EPO

JPO Dossier information
viewed by USPTO

JPO Dossier information
viewed by KIPO

TDATDA--FWA System FWA System for JPO Examiners (FODAS)for JPO Examiners (FODAS)

* The Number of Document List Access
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Use of JPOUse of JPO’’s examination results s examination results 
(AIPN) (AIPN) 
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Search from JP No.
Application No.
Priority No.
Publication No.
Patent No.

Search from JP No.Search from JP No.
Application No.Application No.
Priority No.Priority No.
Publication No.Publication No.
Patent No.Patent No.

Search from No. of 
Foreign Document

Application No.
Priority No.

Search from No. of Search from No. of 
Foreign DocumentForeign Document

Application No.Application No.
Priority No.Priority No.

Dossier Access System for Dossier Access System for Foreign CountrieForeign Countriess (AIPN)(AIPN)

Screen of Number Search
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Dossier Access System for Dossier Access System for Foreign CountrieForeign Countriess (AIPN)(AIPN)

Detailed Prosecution HistoryDetailed Prosecution HistoryDetailed Prosecution History

File Wrapper DocumentFile Wrapper DocumentFile Wrapper Document

File Wrapper Document ListFile Wrapper Document ListFile Wrapper Document List

ClickClick

File Wrapper Document List 
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Disclaimer / NotesDisclaimer / NotesDisclaimer / Notes

English Text
(Machine Translation)

English TextEnglish Text
(Machine Translation)(Machine Translation)

Japanese Text (Original)Japanese Text (Original)Japanese Text (Original)

Dossier Access System for Dossier Access System for Foreign CountrieForeign Countriess (AIPN)(AIPN)

Document  

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
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Patent Family ListPatent Family ListPatent Family List

Legal Status 
& Cited Document

Legal Status Legal Status 
& Cited Document& Cited Document

Patent Family & Legal Status

ClickClick

Dossier Access System for Dossier Access System for Foreign CountrieForeign Countriess (AIPN)(AIPN)
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ClickClick

Patent Abstract of Japan (PAJ)

Dossier Access System for Dossier Access System for Foreign CountrieForeign Countriess (AIPN)(AIPN)
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MachineMachine--Translated TextTranslated Text

DrawingDrawingDrawing

Screen of Translation Results of Gazette 

ClickClick

Dossier Access System for Dossier Access System for Foreign CountrieForeign Countriess (AIPN)(AIPN)
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Screen of Original Official Gazette (PDF) 

Dossier Access System for Dossier Access System for Foreign CountrieForeign Countriess (AIPN)(AIPN)
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•The AIPN started on 12 October 2004, now it is used in 61 IPOs 
all over the world.

Brazil
Canada

Chile
Mexico

US

Australia
Bhutan

Bangladesh
China
India

Indonesia
Malaysia
Pakistan

Philippines
Republic of 

Korea
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Taiwan

Thailand
Vietnam

Austria
Croatia
Czech

Denmark
EAPO
EPO

Finland 
France

Germany
Greece

Hungary
Kazakhstan

Kyrgyz
Netherlands

Norway
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Russia
Serbia

Slovakia
Spain

Sweden
Switzerland

UK
Ukraine

Dossier 
Information

Dossier 
Information

Dossier 
Information

AIPN
Japan Patent 

Office

ARIPO
Burundi
Gambia
Egypt

Ethiopia
Israel
Kenya
Mali

Morocco
Mozambique

Nigeria
Rwanda
Turkey
Uganda
Zambia

- As of August 2012 -

Registered

IPOs

Dossier Access System for Dossier Access System for Foreign CountrieForeign Countriess (AIPN)(AIPN)
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IP5IP5’’s effort (One Portal Dossier)s effort (One Portal Dossier)
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One Portal Dossier (Concept)One Portal Dossier (Concept)

One Portal Dossier provides legal status information of each office:
- National Phase Entry, First Action, etc.
Legal status information links to dossier access system of each 
office

USPTOSIPO

JPO

EPOKIPO

NETWORKNETWORK
One Portal Dossier

CN EP JP KR US

App number ・・・ ・・・ ・・・ ・・・ ・・・

First Action ・・・ ・・・ ・・・ ・・・

Legal status ・・・ ・・・

<Image of One Portal Dossier>

SendJP2008-123456

① Enter priority number

② Display the status of all 
family applications

③ Display the Office Action /     
Cited Document
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EPO
App. No. 12345678

Date Documents
17/Sep/2010 *****

JPO
App. No. 2005-008213

Date Documents
16/Sep/2010 *****

KIPO
App. No. 10-1234567

Date Documents
**/**/**** *****

SIPO
App. No. 20051234567

Date Documents
**/**/**** ****

USPTO
App. No. 10/123456

Date Documents
**/**/**** *********

**/**/**** ******** **/**/**** ****
ENJP

1. All 
Documents

2. Application
Documents 3. Office Actions 4. Applicant’s

Response 5. Citation 6. Classification

Notification of reasons for refusal
Reason: 

1.  The following documents (D1/D2), of which D1 is considered to ….
D1= EP-A-0709779
D2= Yasuda et. al, Color Still Picture Sub-Division 

Coding International Standards, Journal of the Institute of 
Image Electronics Engineers of Japan, Japan, December 

25, 
1989, Vol.18, No.6, P.398-407 

2.   Lack of novelty, Articles 52(1)  and 54 EPC:

拒絶理由通知書

理由: 
1. この出願は次の理由によって拒絶されるべきものである….

1. 欧州特許第0709779号
2. 安田等, 高解像度静止画像の分割配信技術, IEEE, …

EP12345678 OK 1.1. Input Application NumberInput Application Number

22.. Display Information of All Display Information of All 
Patent FamilyPatent Family

English MTEnglish MT
Original LanguageOriginal Language

ENKR ENCH

Dossier Access System for IPDossier Access System for IP5 (5 (One Portal DossierOne Portal Dossier ))

GUI sample 
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Office C
OPD
Client

Office BOffice A

OPD
Patent 
Family 
Service

Office A
Office B

Office C
OPD

Dossier 
Access 
Service

OPD
Supp. 

Service

Providing Office

Accessing Office

Office A's 
OPD Client

Office B's
OPD Client

for Int. Use for Int. Use

...OPD Front-end Services

...OPD Back-end Services

End-user End-user

Dossier Access System for IPDossier Access System for IP5 (5 (One Portal DossierOne Portal Dossier ))
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2011 2012 2013

OPD
Start inter-office 

connection

test
Finalized

System Design / Development In Service

TDA-FWA

OPD 
Specifications

Migration from 
TDA-FWA to OPD

Next StepsNext Steps

Global 
Dossier
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For Realization of One Portal DossierFor Realization of One Portal Dossier

1. Prepare documents in electronic form 
(Early Digitalization)

2. Provide information and documents in English 
(Machine Translation)

3. Prepare patent family DB for retrieval of relevant 
(family) applications

4. Digitalization of Cited Document

5. Provide citation list with link to publications
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Future PlanFuture Plan
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OPD

CASE 

CCD

ePCT

IP5 (Big Offices)
Covers Dossier of
Many Applications
/ Many Office

Interactive Service / PCT

Medium / Small Offices 
(Potentially Many)

Public User Support
Sophisticated U/I

Fusion of Dossier Access 
+ User Access

Interactive Service
not Limited to PCT

Future Plan for Future Plan for Dossier Access Dossier Access ProjectsProjects
Synergistic effectSynergistic effect
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