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Relationship between ASEAN countries and Japan 

①Production bases of Japanese companies have been transferred  
  to ASEAN countries 
 

②Sales of products in ASEAN countries 
 

③Technical license to ASEAN countries (other than pharmaceutical industry) 

・To acquire a patent right 

・Investigate patent rights 

Today’s Topic 



Examples of business development in ASEAN countries 

Business development in ASEAN countries is active actively 



① Survey of local market (actual condition of use and 
brand power), grasp of local consumer needs 
 

② Study on production and technology (Procurement 
of manufacturing equipment, materials and securing 
human resources) 
 

③ Review from legal aspects (regulatory authorization 
/ approval) 
 

④ Confirmation of infringement risk (Investigation of 
infringement against intellectual property rights of 
other companies) 

Product development in ASEAN countries 



 It is important to eliminate the risk of patent infringement 
of other companies by investigating the patents of these 
countries in advance. 
 

 However, it is difficult to conduct adequate investigation in 
databases available on the Patent Office site of ASEAN 
countries. 

 

 Many of the patent applications of ASEAN countries are  

 application from non-ASEAN countries.  

 Therefore, by using the priority information, it is possible to  
expect alternative search by the commercial database. 
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Patent infringement investigation  
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Available database in Japan 

Patent 
 ・PATENTSCOPE (WIPO)：  
      https://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/structuredSearch.jsf  

 ・ASEAN PATENTSCOPE ：http://ipsearch.aseanip.org/wopublish- 

        search/public/patents?2 

 ・FOPISER (JPO):https://www.foreignsearch.jpo.go.jp/  

 
Trademark 
 ・ASEAN TM VIEW (EUIPO):http://www.asean-tmview.org/tmview/welcome  

 ・Global Brand Database 
(WIPO):http://www.wipo.int/branddb/en/index.jsp  

 ・FOPISER (JPO):https://www.foreignsearch.jpo.go.jp/  

 

These  databases basically helps in leveraging resources in Japan 
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ASEAN's patent verification method 
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Investigation of infringement prevention 
against patents of other companies 

EX. 
 How to check the existence of WO2010/103844  
① PATENTSCOPE 
② Espacenet 
③ ASEAN PATENTSCOPE 

Use priority information or PCT related information 
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Leveraging PATENSCOPE 

Characteristics 
・In ASEAN, Singapore, Vietnam, Brunei, Cambodia, Philippines 
 Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand are included.  
・Search and display in ASEAN, as  a rule, it depends on the 
   language of each country. 
・In text search, in principle, it is impossible to ASEAN's patent  
  verification 
  (Thailand native language notation) 

Regarding the search / display of application number・・・・  
display form is different for each ASEAN country 
→A corresponding search is required 

Ex. Investigate WO2010 / 103844 using PatentScope 
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① PCT National Phase Entry 
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① PCT National Phase Entry 

There is no information on National Phase entries to ASEAN countries 



Investigate WO2010 / 103844 using Espacenet 

Confirmation of Family 



Singapore only 

② Espacenet patent family 



Investigate WO2010 / 103844 using ASEAN PatentScope 

Enter PCT Publication No. 
WO/2010/103844 



Searching by international publication number, 
 the Vietnamese publication hit. 
 

 PCT Publication Number = WO/2010/103844＝VN1201102616 
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③ ASEAN PATENTSCOPE 
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③ ASEAN PATENTSCOPE 

Indonesia 
Malaysia 

Thailand 

Check PATENT FAMILY 
★Confirm existence of patents for Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. 
★Contains many unnecessary information but can not be found in  
  other databases. 



ASEAN PATENTSCOPE: Field name example 

For example, there are “Title”, “Title Englishi”, and “Title Bilingual”. 
This distinction can not understand. 

No records found 

No records found 

～In case of text search～ 

cetirizine 

2 records 

① 

② 

③ 



Leveraging ASEAN PATENTSCOPE 

8 countries, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 
including Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam 

・ When conducting a survey of Brunei and Cambodia： 

  Currently, there is only database 
 

・When number searches are performed, it is necessary to search in accordance  
 with the number form of each country. 
 

・IPC is not exhaustive. 
 

In Addition ・・・・ 
 

・ Field name definition required  
 ex: File Type, PCT pub Counry, APLICATION 、APPLICANT INVENTOR・・・・ 
 

・Sometimes nothing is contained in DOCUMENT LIST when opening a gazette. 



Impression after verification 

① When using PATENTSCOPE 
   In principle, search and display by national language   
  ★Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore: DB is provided in English 

  → desirable 
 

   Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam ： 
  →(Supplementary) Display in English is also requested 
 

② When using ASEAN PATENTSCOPE 
       →We would like you to maintain the field names. 

Indication method of each country's number is different 
→Fairly tedious 



 Number notation ～example～ 

Indonesia 
application number 

T00YYYYNNNNN 
T： Application type   
W:PCT domestic transfer patent 
P:  Other than PCT 
S:  Utility model 
Y:  Year of application 
N：Serial number 

Malaysia 
application number 
Patent： PI    Utility model ：S 

～in 1999               : PI△YY00NNNN 
In 2000～in 2009  : PI△YYYYNNNN 
In 2010～               : PI△YYYYNNNNNN 
△  space 

Philippines 
application number 

PH/T/YYYY/NNNNNN 
T  patent→1 Utility model→2 

Singapore 
application number 
～in 2013 

YYYYNNNNN 
Y: It does not necessarily match the year of 
    Filing Date 
2014～ 

TTYYYYNNNNN 
TT:root 10→ The Patent Office  
                11→ PCT domestic transition 



Each country 



Percentage of patent applications filed in Indonesia 

Fig.1 Proportion of patent applications InIndonesia 

（備考）国別内訳は下記資料の定義に従っている。 

（資料）WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics を基に特許庁作成 

JP 2.5 thousand
US 1.7 thousand
ID 1.1 thousand
DE 0.4 thousand
KR 0.4 thousand
CH 0.4 thousand
CN 0.3 thousand
FR 0.3 thousand
NL 0.3 thousand
Other 1.6 thousand
Total 9.2 thousand
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Percentage of patent applications filed in Thailand 

（備考）国別内訳は下記資料の定義に従っている。 

（資料）WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics を基に特許庁作成 

Fig.２ Proportion of patent applications in Thailand 
JP 3.1 thousand
US 1.3 thousand
TH 1.0 thousand
CN 0.2 thousand
KR 0.1 thousand
MY 0.1 thousand
FR 0.1 thousand
GB 0.1 thousand
Other 1.9 thousand
Total 7.9 thousand
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Percentage of patent applications filed in Malaysia 

（備考）国別内訳は下記資料の定義に従っている。 

（資料）WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics を基に特許庁作成 

Fig.３ Proportion of patent applications in Malaysia 
US 1.9 thousand
JP 1.4 thousand
MY 1.3 thousand
DE 0.5 thousand
CH 0.3 thousand
KR 0.2 thousand
GB 0.2 thousand
CN 0.2 thousand
FR 0.2 thousand
Other 1.2 thousand
Total 7.7 thousand

US 

1.9 thousand 

25% 

JP 

1.4 thousand 

19% 
MY 

1.3 thousand 

17% DE 

0.5 thousand 

6% 

CH 

0.3 thousand 

5% 

KR 

0.2 thousand 

3% 

GB 

0.2 thousand 

3% 

CN 

0.2 thousand 

3% 

FR 

0.2 thousand 

3% 

Other 

1.2 thousand 

16% 

2015 
7.7 

thousand 
cases 

Many overseas applications 



（備考）国別内訳は下記資料の定義に従っている。 

（資料）WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics を基に特許庁作成 

Fig.４ Proportion of patent applications in Vietnam 
JP 1.3 thousand
US 1.0 thousand
VN 0.6 thousand
KR 0.5 thousand
CN 0.3 thousand
DE 0.2 thousand
CH 0.2 thousand
NL 0.1 thousand
Other 0.8 thousand
Total 5.0 thousand

Many overseas applications 

Percentage of patent applications filed in Viet Nam 



Percentage of patent applications filed in Philippines 

（備考）国別内訳は下記資料の定義に従っている。 

（資料）WIPO Intellectual Property Statistics を基に特許庁作成 

Fig.５ Proportion of patent applications in the Philippines 

US 1.1thousand
JP 0.7thousand
PH 0.4thousand
CH 0.3thousand
DE 0.2thousand
KR 0.2thousand
GB 0.1thousand
FR 0.1thousand
NL 0.1thousand
Other 0.7thousand
Total 3.7thousand
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 There is a high probability that there is an application 
corresponding to a foreign country exists in the ASEAN patent.  

 Therefore, search for Japanese patents and confirm whether the 
application obtained from the search result exists in ASEAN 
countries. 
 

ASEAN PATENTSCOPE can search patent documents in nine 
ASEAN countries 

→acclaim 

Patent search of ASEAN countries 

Are they all covered？ 
Can you search with text? 

But・・・ 



・In the ASEAN countries, there are 10 to 17% of non-
foreign born applications (investigated in 2017). They can 
not be searched with existing databases. 
 

・Ultimately, ask the local office for a patent search. 

However, we can not request all the patent search  

matters to the local office.     
 

Therefore, about 20% occurrence of inability to investigate. 

Limitations of patent investigation in ASEAN countries 



Number of patents in ASEAN countries   

Recording year varies depending on the country 

Request to ASEAN PATENTSCOPE 

We want a minimum of 20 years for the recording year 



Futuristic・・・・ 
Investigation is difficult if the number of applications  
only in your country increases 

・Acquisition of IPC and recording of data without omission 
・Maintenance of field that can search keywords 
 

Patent search with existing database can be done 



Request to ASEAN PATENTSCOP 
～Summary～ 

１．Years of each country→Over 20 years 
 

２．IPC 
 

３．Defining easy-to-understand fields 
 

４．Keyword search is also possible 



Trademark search 

Company's products 
Company's service Maintaining credit 

Sales in Asian countries 

Before actually asking the local agent, 
 Accessing the database and simple search 



Use of own brand name in ASEAN countries 

Infringement investigation is necessary  
before business development 

Examples of business development in ASEAN countries 



Search trademark 

Database : ASEAN TMview  
http://www.asean-tmview.org/tmview/welcome   

Search and result display: English, Vietnamese, Thai · · · · 

You can choose the agency. 
You can not enter the detailed search directly 



・Relatively easy to use. 
・What is the number of recordings? 

Search result display 

I would like to use it as a verifier 



１．Continuous search of trademarks can not be done. 

  →It is necessary to launch the site every search 
 

２．Fuzzy search criteria unknown 
 

３．When the number of cases increases,  
      the result display screen becomes unstable 

Request to ASEAN TMview  



Thank you very much 


