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1. The International Bureau has received a letter, dated

" October 15, 1973, from the Vice-President of the Netherlands
Patent Office, submitting a report of investigations made by
that Office regarding the establishment of objective criteria
for the selection of periodicals for the PCT minimum documenta-
tion. This letter and its annexes are attached as Annexes A,
B, C and D to this document.

2. In view of the time of submission of this proposal it
can be submitted to the Interim Committee for Technical Co-
operation (hereinafter referred to as "the Interim Committee")
only at the beginning of the meeting and in its original lan-
guage. In view of the technical nature of the problem, the
Interim Committee might wish to refer this matter to the
Standing Subcommittee for consideration at its next meeting.
In preparation of such later meeting, more easily legible
copies of Annexes 1 and 2 to the investigations report, i.e.
Annexes C and D to the present document, could be presented.

3. The Interim Committee is
invited to express its views.

Zinnexes A, B, C and D folloy7
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October 15, 1973

Prof. G.H.C. Bodenhausen
Director General of WIPO
32, chemin des Colombettes

Genéve

Dear Director-General,

Please find attached a report of investigations made by the Netherlands
Patent 0ffice regzrding the establishment of objective criteria for
the selection of periodicals for the PCT minimum documentation.

I had hoped to be able to submit this report early in September, so0
that it could have been distributed well in advance of the PCT/TCO
meeting in Tokyo; however, due to an unforeseen accumulation of work
the report has only now been completed. Although the report is of a
rather technical character, more suited for study by the Standing
Subcommittee which is not meeting as such this autumn, I hope it will
8till be possidle to accept this as a paper for the TCO meeting, agenda
item 6, if only to refer it to the Standing Subcommittee and to the Se-
cretariat as material to be utilized in the continuing work on this
subject.

Yoursqsincerely,

Ji Dekker .~

' Vice |President.

Zinnex B follow§7
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Annex B

Minimum Documentation {Noﬂ-Patent Literature)

Selection criteria for inclusion

1. The Documentation Service of the Netherlands Patent Office has continued
its efforts to arrive at objective criteria for the Selection qf perio-
dicals for inclusion in the minimum documentation. First of all the
number of copies of articles from a periodical found in the search
files was utilized as a criterion for selection, and the results of
the application thereof were reported in PCT/TCO/SS/III/8 Annex I which
contains lists of periodicals that would have to be deleted from or
added to the original list of document PCT/TC0/SS/I/3 (Annex)

2. Further selection criteria have since been developed and applied. These
are: 2. the number of citations from & periodical in the search reports

3. the percentage of articles from a periodical of which copies are
found in the search files

the presence of other periodicals covering the same field

.

5. ‘the ratio of the number of periodicals covering a field and the
nunber of searches made in that field.

3. The attached lists 1 and 2 each contain the same periodicals as the two
lists of the above-mentioned earlier report, against which now all five

criteria are entered in calumar form. The entries in these columns are as

follows

1. the number of articles from that periodical inserted in the
search -files (average for 1970 and 1971).

2. the number of citations of articles from the périodicals in all
search reports issued by the IIB in 1972 (data supplied by the
Documentation Service of the IIB).

3. the percentage of the articles in the periodical (counted from
list of contents or index) copies of which were inserted in the
search files, expressed as :

A = less than 10%
B = 10 to 20%
C = 20 to 40%
D = 40 to 60%
E = more than 60%

Certain periodicals are marked S (special), such as abstract
journals, of which no copies can be expected in the search files.

4. the number of periodicals in the technical field concerned, fron
which articles are regularly copied for insertion in the search
files in the Netherlands Patent Cflice and the IIB, expressed as :
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I = more than 20
II = 10 to 20
III= 6 to 10
IV = less . than 6

-Again an S was used for certain periodicals that could not
eagsily be assigned to a2 field. For the purpose of this cxi-
terion a division of the total field of technique into about
50 fiel ds was used, based upon existing arrangements in the
Netherlands Patent O0ffice and the IIB for the circulation of
periodicals.

5. an indication of the disparity between the coverage of the
various  fields by periodicals and the number of searches in
these fields. For this purpose the ratio was calculated of
the percentage of all periodicals relating to a field and the
percentage of all applications falling in that field, and tb-°3
ratio is expressed as follows :

ratio more than 4
ratio 1,5 to 4

= ratio 0,8 to 1,5
ratio 0,4 to 0,8
ratio less than 0,4

VTS AN N =
nwonuun

6. When the entries for a periodical in all five columns are high
or relatively high, this is a strong indication that this
periodical should be on the minimum documentation list. When

the colvmns give centradictory evidenceﬁ, one should

investisate the reasons somewhat more precisely before
deciding on inclusion or non-inclusion. One result that

can be derived from these lists is that the majority of the
periodicals on list 2 are in fields that are already well
covered by other periodicals; it appears therefore that inclu-
sion appears not essential, and that this could be resiricted
to periodicals with III or IV in column 4, unless only a few
periodicals are already included for that field (column 5 high)
One must make an exception for chemical fields however, sinc '
for these fields searching NPL is done to a large extent via
abstract journals, and then columns 1, 3, 4 and 5 lose their
significance.

7. The purpose of this study is not to arrive at a modified list
for PCT-purposes at this time; the study is tooc much influence
by the Documentation practices of the Netherlands Patent Offic
and the IIB for the detailed results to be of general appli-
cability. However_the study appears to show that in addition
+o0 the various subjective criteria used so far in the studies
of WIPO, certain objective-statistical criteria can be appliec
and that using only the INSPEC criterium (at least 25 articles
copied per year, whlch with cross referencing will be about
30 copies inserted into the files; this was used to differen-
tiate between lists 1 and 2) is unsatisfactory. It is sugges-
ted that once operations with 2 certain minimum list (however
arrived at) start, methods like the above should be applied
for a continuous evaluation and improvement of the list cof
selected perlodlcals.

a good exarple is the periodical Nature on list 2)
/Annex C follows7/
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